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3 UR brighteſt Pens are 
ö now, no doubt, at work. 


to celebrate, with all the 
Y pompous Strokes of Rhetorick, 


| and with the moſt refined Enco- 


B miums 


(2] 
miums which delicate Flattery can 
ſuggeſt, the Fame and Glory of 
our late General ; but would they 
take my Advice, I would have 
them, before they attempt to eter- 
nize the Memory of their Hero, 
look into the Annals of the late 
Reign, at that Period, where our 
grand Monar:h had the Misfor- 
tune of having his Armies beat, 
his Towns taken, and his whole 
vaſt and extenſive Kingdom at the 
Mercy of a conquering Enemy ; 
by a comparative View they then 
muſt ſee, that our General, even 
in his moſt renown'd Actions, 
could not, without fulſom Flat- 
tery, be repreſented, but as a 
taintCopy of an Ezg/ Original: * | 


—_——_ 


* The Duke of Marlborough. | 


TE 
This, if his Panegyrifts are not 
reſolved to jump over all Ob- 
ſtacles, would ftop them in their 
commendatory 'Career, and ſhew 
them, that ſometimes Monu- 
ments Þ rather ſerve to perpetuate 
the Folly and Vanity of the E- 


recters, than the Merit of the 
» Perſons whom they intend to ho- 
nour by them; by this, however, 
- I would not ſeem to derogate 
from the Merit and Worth of this 
truly great Man, but only to let 
the Reader fee, that I am not 
touched with that almoſt epide- 
mical Diftemper of my Country, 


— 6— — 
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+ The King has ordered a Monu- 


, ment to be -eretfted in honour of his 


ſucceſsful 'General, with a Groupe of 
flattering Encomiums. 
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in madly erecting Monuments to 
the Honour of Princes, whoſe 
Faults often eclipſed their Virtues, 
and of Subjects whom Fortune 
favoured more in Services ren- 
dered to their King and Country, 
than any Superiority of Genius 
or Talents: But as it is not my 
Deſign in this little Piece, to fol- 
low our General through his po- 
litical Labyrinths, in which he 
was often bewildered, nor to the 
Field of Mars, where his milita- 
ry Exploits have been ſo pom- 
pouſly cried about in our Streets, 
and confirmed by Te Deums in 
our Churches: I ſhall make it 
my principal Buſineſs to trace him 
through the ſofter Scenes of Life, 
to all which I was privy, and can 
with Confidence affirm, that I re- 
ligiouſly adhere to Truth; — 
tho 
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tho? his Amours and Gallantries 
arc what I principally aim at, yet 
us there was ſuch a Connection 
betwixt his Political, Military and 
amorous Characters, I muſt ſome- 
tines attend him in the Cloſer, 
the Council- Table, and the Field, 
as well as in the Circles and at the 


Toilets. 


As ] had Occaſion to be about 
our late General for many Years, 
I had an Opportunity of ſtudying 


his Character, and obſerving it in 


all the various Turns of his For- 
tune, and tho* his Temper and. 
Diſpoſition were not otherwiſe 
changed by his Elevation, than 
what is incident. to human Na- 
ture in the different Periods of 
Life; yet when he came to move 
in a high Sphere, he thought pro- 


B 3 per 


(6] 

per not only to change his Way 
of Living, but likewiſe his open, 
frank, and familiar Behaviour 
with many whom he had former- 
ly admitted into his Parties of 
Pleaſure; ſome of whom carried 
their Reſentment ſo far, as to join 
with the Princes Ci and C i 
his avowed Enemies, the for- 
mer upon Account of his Mo- 
ther (whole Amours with the Ge- 
neral were carried on to ſuch a 
Height, and in ſo publick a Man- 
ner, that Attempts were more than 
once made to get her confined, 
by an Order from the King, in 
the Convent of the Val de Grace) 
2nd the latter, upon the King's 
preferring a Stranger to the Com- 
mand of the Army, preferably to 
himſelf, and to the Prince of 
:. his Coufin, as well as ey 

is 
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his Brother, all, in their own, 
and likewiſe in the Opinions of 
many others, as well it not bet- 


ter, qualified to act in the Station 
of General, as the Count de Saxe; 
but this Myſtery cannot be ſo 


properly unravel'd now, as it will 
be in the Sequel of theſe Me- 
moirs, when the Springs and 
Sources of the Court Factions 
and Plots will be laid open, ſo as 
to ſhew how our General, not- 


withſtanding the combined Ef- 
forts of the Princes of the Blood 
and their Party, forced his Way 
into the King's Favour, and was 
in Poſſeſſion of it unrivalled for 


ſo many Tears, and indeed to 
the laſt Hour of his Life. 


"Tis needleſs to take up the 
Reader's Time with an Account 
B 4 of 
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18 
of his Family and Birth; every 
Body knows that he was a na- 
tural Son of the late King of 
Poland. His Mother was one 
of the fineſt Women in Saxony, 
and his Father a Prince of a vi- 
gorous Body, warm Conſtitution, 
and the fondeit of Lovers; no 
wonder then that a Son begot by 
ſuch Progenitors, ſhould not on- 
ly be endowed with uncommon 
perſonal Advantages, but likewiſe 
have a Heart capable of ſoit Im- 
preſſions, and a Body, from ſuch 
Sources, exquiſitely framed for 
the Scenes of 1] ove, in which it 
muſt be owned, he rather ex- 
ceeded than came ſhort of his 
Father's Reputation. 4 


I could fill up a Page or two 
in the Deſcription of his Perſon, 
which 
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which Nature had taken Care to 
finiſh with all the Art ſhe uſual- 
ly employs, when ſhe makes a 
Maſter-piece, but as I neither 
intend to come under a Suſpicion 
of Flattery, nor of exaggerating 
in the romantic Strain, I ſhall 
only add upon this Head, that 
many a poor Female confeſſed 
his irreſiſtable Merit in the Loſs of 
her Innocence and. Virtue. 


Scarce was our Hero initiated 
into Love's Myſteries, wher. Billets 
Doux came crowding upon him 
from all Quarters, and he ex- 
tremely willing, as well as capable 
to oblige, had no Notion of 
breaking any Girl's Love- ſick 
Heart by denying her the proper 
Remedy; and I can ſafely ſay 
that betore he entered his Seven- 

B 5 teenth 
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teenth Year, he was in great 
Reputation, and had performed 
wonderful Cures on Females trou- 
bled with languaſhing Diſtempers; 
but as his Patients applied to him 
for their Cure, he had no Trouble 
in perſuading them to uſe it, and 
therefore for ſome Time he ranged 
from Fair to Fair with an Aſſi- 
duity, of which none but one of 
his Strength and Vigour could 
have ſupported the Fatigue. 


Hitherto our gallant Count had 
practiſed only among Tradeſmen's 
Wives and Daughters, Milleners, 
Mantua-Makers, and ſome the- 
atrical Nymphs; but he ſoon 
moved in a higher Sphere of 
Gallantry ; Princeſſes, Dutcheſſes, 
Marchioneſſes, and many other 
Ladies of Diſtinction courted his 
Fa- 


(238. 
Favours, and facrificed their Re- 
putations for the Pleaſure which 


he afforded them. 


Of all his high Conqueſts none 
made ſo much Noiſe, or did him 
ſo much Honour as thoſe of two 
Princeſſes. * generally eſteemed 
the two handſomeſt and moſt 
accompliſhed Women in France, 
and to whoſe united Intereſt 
(contrary to the uſual Practice 
in the Caſe of Rivalſhip) he 
* owed his Fortune and future 
Grandeur. 


Tho' it was looked upon by 
Perſons who were acquainted with 


Sean: 
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annexed to it; next, the Croſs of 


[ 12 ] 
the Characters and Delicacy of 
the two Princeſſes, as a very ex- 
traordinary Thing, that they not 
only united their Intereſts in 
Favour of the Count, but were 
likewiſe in perfect Friendſhip and 
cloſe Correſpondence, even when 
their Hearts were moſt deeply 
ſmitten; yet this Harmony and 
Union, unprecedented as it was, 
and ſurprizing to the whole 
World, gave however leſs Cauſe 
of Wonder than to ſee that the 
old Cardinal de Fleury, whole 
Heart was divided between the 
two Princeſſes, and hated the 
Count as a favoured Rival, yet, 
with all the Warmth and ſeeming 
Sincerity of a real Friend, did the 
old Prelate procure him firſt a 
Regiment and a handſome Penſion 


IT. 


. 
St. Loui before the Time, and 
at laſt the Cordon Blue, with 
Augmentation of Penſion; from 
all which it may be eaſily con- 


jectured, that ſince Love had the 


Power of making an old, cunning, 
vindictive Prieſt ſo far ſacrifice 
his Reſentment, as to ſerve a 
hated Rival, it might make the 
two rival Ladies live in a good 
Correſpondence, and only vie with 
one another in ſerving the Darling 
of their Hearts; who had, it muſt 
be owned, ſuptrior Talents in 
conducting his Amours, and the 
Secret of making every one of 
them believe, from no equivocal 
Proofs, that he was wholly wrapt 
up in her ſuperior Charms. In 
this Round of Pleaſure did our 
happy Count move for a con- 
ſiderable Time in great Favour 

with 
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with his Maſter, in ſpite of all 
the Attempts of the Princes of 
the Blood, the legitimated Princes, 
and the Neailles Faction, and 
in full Fruition of the two charm- 
ing, happy, rival Ladies; but 
as Sweet without a Mixture of 
Sour is not to be expected in our 
Cup of Life, nor Mortals ſo hap- 
Py as to enjoy a permanent Fe- 
licity in this World, ſo the prof- 
perous Gale, -which had drove 
him with full Sails for ſome Time, 
turned at laſt quite croſs, and 
made him lofe a delicious Prize, 
to the Poſſeſſion where of he paſ- 
ſionately aſpired; but found the 
Forts of Virtue ſo impregnable, 
that after a cloſe Siege for three 
Months, he was difſgracefully 
obliged to abandon the Enter- 
prixe, under the Tortures and 

An- 


(38-4 
Anguiſh of a violent Paſſion for 


a charming, but virtuous Ob- 
ject. 


This Heroine, this Lucretia, 
(rara avis in Gallia) was Daughter 
to one Mrs. Vimont, a Widow, 
who kept a Mercer's Shop in 
St. Dennis Street. The Count, 
having Occaſion to buy ſomething 
in this Shop, happened to ſee 
Mrs. YVimont's Daughter, and the 
Moment he threw his Eyes on 
her, he became her Slave. 


One would have thought that 
it was impoſſible Love ſhould 
make ſuch a ſudden and deep 
Impreſſion upon a Man of his 
roving Diſpoſition, but he who 
made a Jeſt of Flames and Darts, 
and wounded Hearts, was now 


| 
| 
| 
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metamorphoſed from the gay, 
ſprightly, young Libertine, to 
a downright romantic, whining 
].over, often reſolving, in the 
Height of his delirious Fits, to 
ſacrifice all Views of Grandeur 
to the Poſſeſſion of this lovely 
Creature, whoſe Image was ſo 
deeply imprinted in his Heart, that 


he could ſpeak of nothing, think 


of nothing, but the lovely Ma- 
riette. 


Diſſimulation was his Averſion, 
and tho' he had often found that 
in a Court where it is ſo neceſſary 
a Talent, ſelf Preſervation ſhould 
teach the Practice of it, to avoid 
laying ourſelves open to the Ad- 


vantages which the envious are 


ready to reap from the Knowledge 


of our real Sentiments, yet he 
deſpiſed 


(17 ] 
deſpiſed all ſuch political Maxims, 
treating them as low and mean 
Arts, fit for none but ſervile, 
cringing Slaves, who make .no 
Scruple to advance their Fortunes 
at the Expence of ſacrificing all 
that is valuable in the religious or 
moral Character; and indeed it 
muſt be owned, (whether it may 
ſpeak his Praiſe or his Weakneſs as 
a Courtier, I ſubmit to the Judg- 
ment of others that in the whole 


* Courſe of his Life, he was re- 


markable for his Sincerity, which 
often furniſhed his Enemies with 
a plauſible Handle to leſſen him, 
upon what they called his In- 
diſcretion, in the Eſteem of his 
Maſter. 


It may eaſily be imagined, 
that as his Character was what has 
| been 


[ 18 ] 
been juſt now repreſented, he 
muſt ſoon think of a Confident, 
to whom he could impart the 
melancholy Situation of his Mind, 
which is a Sort of Eaſe to a 
Love-ſick Heart, and as I hap- 
pened to be at his Houſe when 
he came Home ready to drop 
down under a heavy Load of 
Love: My Friend, ſaid he, with 
a very deep Sigh, I'm ruin'd, 
undone, for ever undone! My 
Heart, my Freedom, all my 
happy Days are gone! Why did 
my cruel Stars throw me in the 
Way of the moſt charming Crea- 
ture that ever Nature fram'd ! 
If ſhe's Virtuous, Pll forſake the 
World and turn Monk to avoid 
the Perſecution of my former 
Female Acquaintances, for whom 
I have no longer the leaſt Incli- 
nation, 


[46-1 
nation; and if ſhe yields to the 
Temptation, I ſhall hate myſelf 
for being the Author of her 
Ruin; if her Virtue triumphs, 
what then? ſhall I marry * ? 
No, Fruition cools Deſire, Wed- 
lock to me is frightful, I ſhould 
look upon her as the Author of 
my Slavery, turn indifferent, and 
perhaps hate her at laſt, Let me 
ſce —— well *tis reſolved 
Pll have her on my own 
Terms, and grace my numerous 
Conqueſts with the Addition of 
this delicious Morſel. I will 
begin my Attack in the Epiſtolary 
Way, and make my Advances 
afterwards as Prudence and my 
Experience may direct. She goes 
to Maſs at the Carmelites in St. 
Dennis's Street every Morning at 
Nine o Clock. You mult, _—_ 


[ 20 ] 


he ſmiling, be my Mercury, and 


for your Encouragement, as 1 
know how fond you re of ad- 
venture Writing, I .I not only 
give you Copics of what Letters 
I] write or receive, but likewiſe 
furniſh you with proper Viet terials, 
in Caſe you ſhould fone Time or 
other t:ke it into your Head 
to favour the World with my 
Amours, *Tis needleſs., con- 
tinucd he, to give you any Di- 
rections how youu may know this 
Angel. It you only can raiſe 
your Fancy to the imaginary 
Venus's of Poets and Painters, 
you'll find that they are only 
faint Copies of the real Mariette, 
and. among ten Thouſand you 
muſt directly ſay, Tris 1s snE: 
However, as you may not fee 
with my Eyes, to prevent Miſ- 

takes, 
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takes, you muſt aſk if ſhe is not 
my Goddeſs, before you deliver 


the Letter, ſo to work he went 
and wrote what follows, and of 
which I took an exact Copy. 


To Mademoiſelle MARIETTE 


V1IMoNT. 
cc H O* you may with 
ce Jjuſtice, Mademoiſelle, 


e flatter yourſelf of having made 
* your Peace with Heaven this 
Morning for a few Peccadillos, 
„ with which your delicate and 
* fcrupulous Conſcience may poſ- 
&* ſibly accuſe you, yet let me 
e tell you, that To-morr:w, when 
e proſtrate at the Foot of the Al- 
* tar, you'll have more ſerious 


% Work upon your Hands, mo 
0 
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of a deeper Dye to repent of, 
than ever you were guilty of 
« before. Methinks I fee Marks 
& of Surpriſe in your lovely Coun- 
c tenance, at fo unexpected a 
“ Charge, but if it be true, as it 
« certainly is, that you have 
e robbed your Fellow Creature 
e of all that is dear and precious 
« in Life; are you not guilt 
< of a heinous Crime, for hich 
C no Attonement can be made, 
« but in the Way of Reſtitution 
« of what you have ſtolen, or an 
« Equivalent made up out of 
* what is your own Property? 
« YourCrime, Miſs, be it known 
© to you, is your having robbed 
« me of that Peace and Tranquil- 
« lity I formerly enjoyed, and of 
having enflamed my Heart 
with racking Tortures, to which 
cc it 
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ce jt was hitherto a Stranger. 1 
e think it is juſt now preciſcly 
« ſeven Hours, ſince I firſt had 
e the Pleaſure, or rather, I may 
„ ſay, Misfortune to ſee you, 
« and in theſe few Hours J be- 
e lheve in my Conſcience, I have 
e ſuffer d more than a Galley- 
“ Slave in tugging ſeven Years 
at his Oar; how ought I then, 
« think you, to curſe my Fate 
* and your bewitching Beauty, 
„but inſtead of that, I take a 
“ Sort of Pleaſure in my Miſery, 
© not doubting but, ſooner or 
later, my Happineſs will be pro- 
“ portionably heightened, when 
* Pity prevails with you to bleſs 
* me with it. 


There's one infallible Way, 
my charming little Robber, to 
bring 


* 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 
cc 
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bring Things to rights again, 
and upon the Square : Let us 
exchange Hearts, and if I don't 
uſe yours with that Tenderneſs 
which ſuch a precious Jewel 
deſerves, I give you Leave to 
ule mine with all the Rigour 
that a juſt Reſentment can in- 
ſpire. As I am the injured 
Perſon, without any Provoca- 
tion, you are obliged in ho- 
nour to liſten to any reaſonable 
Propoſal, and if you reject the 
Offers of a friendly Compro- 
miſing, at leaſt you ought to 
let me know your Reaſons : 
ThisI expect from your Juſtice, 
as you may expect, in the pre- 
ſent unhappy Situation of my 
Mind, to have a Letter every 
Hour of the Day popping in 
upon you, if you are ſo cruel 

te 4s 
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« as to detain my IIeart your 
«© Priſoner, without letting me 
* know what Uſage you intend 
„to give it, or how long you 
« deſign to keep it from its un- 
© fortunate Owner, the” 


Count SAXE. 


I went next Morning with this. 
Letter, and I had no great Dit- 
ficulty among the Crowd of La- 
dics that were in the Church, to 
ind out the Perſon to whom it 
was addreſſed, who was, to ſpeak. + 
the Truth, one of the moſt charm- 
ing Creatures I ever ſaw in my 
Lite, and had ſuch a Vivacity 
and Sweetneſs in her Eyes, ſo 
lovely a Complexion, fo admir- 
able Features, and ſo genteel a 
Shape, that it was no caſy Matter 
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26 
for any Man to look at her witl 
Indifference. After Maſs was o- 
ver, I followed her Mother and 
her, and coming cloſe up to the 
young Lady, Madam, faid I, 
will you excuſe the Rudeneſs of 
a Stranger, who finds himſelf un- 
der a Neceſſity of aſking you a 
Queſtion in the publick Street ; 
is your Name Mis YVimont ? It is, 
Sir, anfwered ſhe; then give me 
Leave replied I, to deliver this 
Letter, putting it into her Hand; 
upon which ſhe looked at her 
Mother, I ſuppoſe to conſult with 
her, whether ſhe was to receive 
it or not. As I believe, ſaid the 


Mother, that my Daughter has 


no Correſpondence which ſhe will 
keep a Secret from me, and as it 


is not quite proper for a young 


Girl to receive a Letter from a ' 
Gentle- | 
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Gentleman ſhe has not the Ho- 


nour to know, particularly in 


the Street, I beg, Sir, you will 
take the Trouble to go to my 
Houſe, which is but a Step from 
this, and there we will ſee what 


6 


this Letter contains, and if it re- 


quires an Anſwer. 


When we were got into the 
Houſe and ſeated, Mrs. Vimont 
broke open the Count's Letter, 
and read it ſoftly to herſelf, and 
after ſhe had glanced it over, ſhe 
held it out to her Daughter, and 
ſmiling told her, Mariette, the 
Count Saxe, if you'll believe him, 
has made you a Preſent of his 
Heart, and cannot be eaſy *till 
you reſtore it, or give him your 
own in Exchange. If his Situa- 
tion be really ſuch as he repreſents 
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it, I join with him in Opinion, 
that you ought to make Reſtitu- 
tion, or a fair Exchange, and I 
have ſuch Confidence in your 
Judgment, that I will entirely 
leave the Thing to your own De- 
termination and Choice, and there- 
fore while the offce is preparing, 
go to your Chamber, and write 
the Count an Anſwer to his ob- 
liging Letter. Tho” a viſible Re- 
Juctance to the reading or anſwer- 
ing this Letter, appeared in her 
Looks, yet ſhe obeyed her Mo- 
ther:'s Commands, and return'd 
with the following Billet, which 
the Mother, after reading, gave 
me open, and would by no Mcans 
allow it to be ſcaled, tho' I begged 
it might, 


To 


| cc ANY of my Sex would 
| 66 think it a far greater 
„Crime to anſwer your Letter 
than that with which you are 
„ merrily pleaſed to charge me, 
but ] am not ſo ſcrupulous; be- 
=<C 
to let a Man know, otherwiſe 
than by her Silence, that as ſhe 
looks upon all Declarations from 
one of your Rank to proc-ed 
from Whim, or bad Deſigns, ſhe 
will equally guard againſt both; 
„ lo that whether your Diſtreſs 
i be real or feigned, you muſt 
*t C 3 „ never 
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To the Count S Ax E. 


SIX, 


A 


ſides, I think a Woman ought 


»„—— 
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I Money, Merit, and Time. 
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* never expect the propoſed Cure 
from 


Your humble Servant, 


MARIETTE VimMoNrT, 


Short and pithy, cried the 
Count, upon reading this Billet, 
but I have ſeen as proud Beauties 
as your Ladyſhip humbled betore 
now. The Dutcheſs of B—y was 
in the right when ſhe ſaid, that a 
Man who knew how to make the 
proper Uſe and Diſſection of the 
Word Or, vi, & temps F, and 
could apply it according to the 
Rules of Art, would always ſooner 
or later find Acceſs to a Lady's 
Heart, tho* ſurrounded with all 
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the Ramparts that Virtue, Pride, 
or Conſtitution can rear up. I 
will therefore, added he, raiſe up 
ſuch a Battery, and contrive ſo 
many Stratagems againſt this proud 
little Heart, that I will either melt 
it into Softneſs, or break my 
own, which will, I doubt, be the 
Conſequence of an obſtinate De- 
fence on her Part. A virtuous 
Diſpoſition, ſupported by a regu- 
lar Education, the conſtant Ad- 
monitions of ſpiritual Directors, 
and that high Value which the 
tair Sex generally put upon their 
own dear Perſons, are Obſtacles 
not eaſily to be ſurmounted ; how- 
ever, as Difficulties raiſe our Ideas 
of the Happineſs we aim at, and 
as it is in the Nature of our Sex 
to love Reſiſtance in the other, 
and to deſpiſe an eaſy Conqueſt, 
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ſo am I prompted with far more 
fierce Deſires to ſeduce this coy 
Girl, than if I thought that ſhe 
would be eaſily perſuaded to her 
undoing, to which I will apply 
my whole Study; and if ſhe can 
ſtand the fiery Trial, I will give 
her Virtue its juſt Praiſe, look 
upon her as the Ornament of her 
Sex, and convert my looſe Deſires 
into a revcrential Eſteem. I find 
ſhe muſt be ply'd in a quite dit- 
ferent Manner from what I firſt 
intended. I muſt act the plato- 
nick Lover, creep into her Heart 
under the Maſk of Friendſhip, 
and raiſe myſelf, in that Cha- 
racter, ſo high in her Eſteem, 
that ſhe will at laſt of herſelf take 
a Trip to the Iſland of Love, and 
meet me with equal Deſires: 
What do you think, Monbrun, 

CON- 


L331] 


continued he, looking ſtedfaſtly 
on me, of my *cheme? I deſire 
your Opinion without Reſerve, or 
any Regard to mine. 


Since you call upon me, ſaid 
I, to give you my Thoughts of 
your Project, I ſhall freely own, 
that I greatly admire it, not ſo 
much for the Artfulneſs of the 
Contrivance, as the Wickedneſs 
of its Author; for laying aſide 
Religion as a Thing quite out of 
the Queſtion, can a Man of the 
leaſt Humanity or Compaſſion, 
wantonly reſolve to make a love- 
ly innocent Creature wretched while 
ſhe lives, and all truly to fatisfy 
a brutal Paſſion that he has a 
thouſand Opportunities of gra- 


tifying, without the monſtrous 


Crime of Seduction, under the 
C5 Cloke 


[ 34 | 
Cloke of Friendſhip and Eſteem, 
which he muſt baſely profeſs to 
make ſure of his Prize. How 
often have I heard you exclaim 
againſt the Barbarity of the Duke 
of R: in a ſimilar Caſe, and 
deplore the unhappy Fate of the 
lovely Finettc, abandoned by her 
Family, deſpiſed by her Ac- 
quaintances, deprived of her Rea- 
ſon, and condemn'd to a gloomy 
Cell in a Mad-Houſe, tor the 
Remainder of her wretched Life: 
A Man who can, without Hor- 
ror, look” upon himſelf as the 
Author of ſuch a tragical Adven- 
ture, muſt have a Tyger's Heart ; 
and I dare fay his Grace, tho' as 
little troubled as any Man in 
France, with Scruples of Con- 
ſcience, muſt now and then be 


Mocked with the Thoughts of this 


un- 


= 
* * 
8 8 ao _ 5 bd as, POE „ 5 


* © * * 
* 
ccc 


[25 3] 


unhappy Girl's Fate; and pray, 
Sir, what other, if not worſe, may 
be expected to attend your God- 
deſs, ſhould her pretended Friend 
ſtrip her of her Virtue? As you 
are naturally of a generous and 
compaſſionate Temper, *tis ten to 
one but her Injuries would haunt 
you Night and Day, and you 
yourſelf become your own Tor- 
mentor; and therefore I conclude, 
that upon a fair State of the ſhort- 
liv'd Happineſs, and long future 
Miſery, that muſt attend the Ac- 
compliſhment of your Deſigns, 
you'll find it your Intereſt, as well 
as Honour to relinquiſh them. 
Who could ever have expected, 
laid he laughing, ſuch a grave 
moral Harangue from a Fellow, 
who to my certain Knowledge, is. 

C 6 a greater 


36 

a greater Rake than myſelf? If it 
be really Compaſſion that makes 
thee Mariette's Champion, I ſhall 
conclude, that thou haſt run thy- 
ſelf out of Breath in the Career of 
Gallantry, and can go no farther; 
and that having no Power to be 
longer wicked thyſelf, thou art 
turned Monitor, and a mighty 
conſciencious Gentleman, whoſe 
righteous Spirit is ſorely grieved 
with the Wickedneſs of the Age: 
Such a ſudden Converſion deſerves 
my ſerious Conſideration, and *tis 
not impoſſible but I ſhall find, in 
the ſage Moraliſt, a diſguiſed Ri- 
val, who wants to frighten me 
with a Train of ugly Conſequen- 
ces attending my Project of ſe- 
ducing a virtuous Girl, with no 
other View, but to get rid of me 
as 


% | 


—_ „ 5 0 — 8 * 


3 


FDF 


17 
as a Competitor, the better to car- 
ry on Deſigns attended with Cir- 
cumſtances that render them ſtill 
more wicked than mine; for, ac- 
cording to thy laudable Cuſtom 
with other poor Girls, whom 
thou haſt deluded, if it be true 
that Marieltè s Charms have reach- 
ed thy Heart, as well as mine, 
thou' lt make her a moſt ſolemn 
and formal Promiſe of Marriage, 
written and ſigned with thy Blood, 
as thou didſt with the Counteſs 
of $ es Couſin, and perhaps 
prevail with the innocent and un- 
ſuſpecting Mariette, to be ſatis- 
fied with this Mariage de Con- 
ſcience, i. e. Marriage of Con- 
ſcence, 'till ſuch Time as an old 
covetous rich Uncle, to whom 
thou art Heir, drops into his 
Grave, and then thou'lt lead her 
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to the Altar, and confirm thy 
former Vow in the Sacramental 
Way preſcribed by the Church ; 
but I will endeavour, if I find 
that my Conjecture proves true, 
to inform the Lady of thy Cha- 
racter, and if ſhe truſts after that 
to thy Oaths and Promiſes, ſhe 
deſerves the Fate which I ſuppoſe 
thou art preparing for her ; how- 
ever, thou ſhalt continue to be 
my Confident and Mercury, till 
ſuch Time as I can no Jonger 
doubt of thy being my Rival, and 
if I cannot prevent thy Happineſs 
in her Poſſeſſion, by letting her 
know thy Practice, I ſhall very 
probably do it by cutting thy 
Throat; upon which he roſe from 
his Seat, went into his Cloſet, and 
told me as he was entering, I am 
going to write a ſecond Letter to 

our 
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our common Miſtreſs, which I 
ſhall ſhew you before it is ſealed, 
and I ſuppoſe it will be no diſ- 


agreeable Employment for you 
to be the Bearer. 


I was extremely piqued at ſome 
of the Count's ſatyrical Expreſ- 
ſions, which he uttered with ſuch 
a ſolemn and ſerious Air, that I 
could not doubt of his being in 
earneſt ; and therefore I reſolved 
to aſk him when he returned, if 
he was ſerious tm what he had 
ſaid ? and if he anſwered that he 
was, I intended not only to re- 
fuſe being the Bearer of his Let- 
ter, but to expreſs my Reſent- 
ment of his Uſage in ſuch Terms 
as would ſet him upon his high 


Horſe, and perhaps end in a tilt- 
mg Bout, 


In 


400 

In half an Hour he came out 
of the Cloſet, and preſenting me 
the Letter, See, ſaid he ſmiling, 
what filly Fools Love makes of 
us pretty Fellows ? Sir, anſwered 
I, with ſome Marks, I believe, 
of Anger in my Countenance, 
before | look at your Letter, I 
mult beg Leave to aſk you one 
Queſtion; Was you in jeſt or 
earneſt in the very pretty Picture, 
you were juſt now pleafed to 
draw of me? In earneſt to be 
ſure, cry'd he; Why then anſwer- 
ed I with Fire, I tell you, in 
earneſt, that | will be no more 
your Letter-Bearer; and tho? I 
have no Royal Blood in my Veins, 
yet as I am a Gentleman, it is no 
Diſhonour for a Sovereign's natu- 
ral Son to meaſure his Sword with 
mine. I own, continued I, that 
in 
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in my younger Tears was guilty 
of a heinous Crime, into which [ 
was hurried by an ungovernable 
Paſſion, and for which I have 
ſince paſſed many wretched Days 
and Nights; but as I communt- 
cated that unhappy Affair to you, 
in all its Circumſtances, not for- 
getting the Offer I made to the 
injured Perſons, Parents and Re- 
lations, to make her my lawful 
Wite; I think it 1s barbarous 
and crucl in you; not only to up- 
braid me with that faux pas, and 
mad Trick of Youth, but even to 
make uſe of it as a Handle to de- 
feat my pretended Deſigns upon 
your Miſtreſs. As the Caſe now 
ſtands betwixt us, I ſhall not 
give myſelf the Trouble of in- 
forming you, whe her I am your 
Rival or not; Time will clear 


Bp 
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up that Doubt, and I have now 


only to add, that you would 


chuſe your Weapons, Time, and 
Place. 


Bravely ſpoke I ſwear, cry'd 
he, I love a Man of Spirit with 
all my Heart, and I will with Joy 
give you the Satisfaction you de- 
fire; but as neither you nor I are 
at preſent over- loaded with Cafh, 
and that it is not impoſſible but 
one or other of us may get an un- 
lucky Thruſt through the Guts, 
it will be neceſſary that the Sur- 
vivor have a Purſe to help him to 
get out of Harm's Way; for which 
Reaſon, it you pleaſe, I will make 
it my Buſineſs this Day to provide 
ſome hundred Louis d*ors ; beſides, 
we muſt conſult rogether, and 
contrive Things ſo, that our At- 
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air ſhall have the Appearance of 
a Rencounter, and paſs for ſuch, 
otherwiſe the Perſon who has the 
good Fortune to come off the 
Field alive, muſt bid Adieu to 
France as long as he lives: but 
added he laughing, let me beg 
of you, before we meet Sword in 
Hand, to do me the Favour, 
which is, to be the Bearer of this 
Letter. I could not help 
ſmiling at this whimſical Propo- 
fal, but as I was now a little 
cooler than at firſt, I conſented, 
and promiſed to ſend the Anſwer, 
if any were given, by my Servant 
and as he inſiſted upon my read- 
ing his Letter, and of taking a 
Copy of it, here it is Word for 
Word, 


To 
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To Miſs ViMoNT. 


& ERE I to pretend, my 
bs dear Miſs, that your 
„Charms inſpire my Rreaſt with 
« no other Sentiments but what 
* flow from Eſteem and Reſpett, 
* I ſhould deceive you, for I 
&« own they are of a warmer and 
* more impetuous Nature; and 
yet, fierce as they are, were it 


«© in my Power to gratify them 


„ in the Way that Love pre- 
e ſcribes, my own Honour would 
join with your Virtue to guard 
your Perſon againſt the unhal- 
« lowed Act; and thus, while 
% my Heart is enflamed with the 
* moſt violent Deſires that Paſ- 
4 ſion can inſpire, my Reaſon ſo 
« far triumphs, that I ſhould 
think 
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think myſelf happy in the Cha- 
racter of your Friend and Pla- 
tonick Lover; and if my Eyes, 
when bleſſed with your Com- 
pany, ſurvey your d Per- 
ſon with Glances that expreſs 
the high Emotions of my 
Heart, my Tongue ſhall utter 
nothing that can offend your 
Delicacy, or give you the leaſt 
Occaſion to upbraid me with 
Breach of Promiſe. Under 
theſe Reſtrictions, which I will 
moſt religiouſly obſerve, I 
hope the lovely Miſs Vimont 
will give me I cave to vilit her 
now and then, in order to aſ- 
ſiſt me in the grand and hard 
Taſk, of bringing my poor 
diſtreſſed Heart to that State 
of Tranquility, which it for- 
merly enjoyed. This 
(e 
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% think, cannot well be refuſed, 
& unleſs you rather chuſe to con- 
& tinue in the Rank of Slave than 
„ of Friend to the unfortunate 


* 


** 


Count SAxk. 


I went with this Letter, and 
met with a very cold Reception ; 
however, as I preſſed hard for an 
Anſwer, ſhe at laſt complied, but 
deſiredT would acquaint my Friend 
to give over Thoughts of teazing 
her with his real or imaginary Paſ- 
ſion, for ſhe was fully reſolved 
neither to receive his Letters, nor 
Viſits, even in the Character he 
propoſed to aſſume; becauſe ſhe 
did, by no Means, think him a 
proper Perſon to make a Friend 
of, and far leſs a Lover. 
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] begged ſhe would ſeal her 
Letter, but ſhe ſaid it was need- 
leſs, adding with a Smile, that as 
ſhe did not doubt but that I had 
ſeen the Count's Letters to her, 
it was but juſt I ſhould ſee her 
Anſwers to him, and here's a 
Copy of the laſt he ever had from 


her. 
To the. Count S AXE. 


oh H O* the World, Sir, 
_ ſhould not cenſure me 
(a Thing hardly to be expect- 
ed) for receiving you as a Viſt- 
tor, yet when | compare my 
„% own low Station in Life, to 
your elevated Rank, I think 
* the Public, were I to do it, 
* has a juſt Right to blame my 

“ Con- 


48 
& Conduct, for which Reaſon I 
* mult refuſe your Requeſt, and 
at the ſame Time beg you'll 
« {ſend me no more Letters, 
* otherwiſe you mult expect to 
„ have them returned without 


being opened or read by“ 


MaRIETTE VIMONT. 


The Virtue and Prudence of 
this lovely Girl, joined to her 


perſonal Charms, made ſuch an 


Impreſſion upon me, that had 
my Fortune been ſuch that I could 
have made my Addreſſes to her 
in an honourable Way, I ſhould 
have thought myſelf happy in 
ſuch a Spouſe ; but I was not rich 
enough to marry a Girl that could 
not be expected to have any con- 
ſiderable Fortune. My firſt Mis- 

2 for- 
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fortune had effectually cured me of 
the faſhionableCrime of debauching 
young Girls, and tho' the incom- 
parable Miſs Vimont had Eyes that 
darted Love, and Temptation on 
her Boſom, yet my Heart ſtood 
its Ground; and I rejoiced tothink 
that the Count would not prevail, 
not as his Rival, but as a Well- 
wiſher to the Cauſe of Virtue, from 
which all his Merit and Art could 
not tempt her to deviate in the leaſt. 
In taking my leave, I told her, 
that tho? it could ſcarcely be ex- 
pected that a young Fellow would 
} approve of ſuch Sentiments of 
Honour and Virtue as ſhe ſeemed 
to be inſpired with, yet I would 
freely own, that a Diſappointment 
to the Count was what I rather 
wiſhed, than that he ſhould tri- 
umph in the Conqueſt of her 

D Heart : 
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Heart : His Paſſion is indeed vio- 
lent, continued I, and I am per- 
ſuaded that this Letter will be a 
Dagger to his Heart; yet as I con- 
ſider, on the one hand, that Time 
and Abſence, with the Aſſiſtance 
of Company and Diverſions, will 
probably in a ſhort Time, bring a 
Man of his roving, and, I may hr, 
changeable Temper, particularly 
in Amours and Gallantry, to his 
former State of Tranquility ; and, 
on the other,that a Lady's Reputa- 
tion once loſt, is for ever loſt ; 
tis impoſſible to be under any Dit- 
ficulty which Side of the Queſtion 
a Man, who has the leaſt Preten- 
ſions to Honour, or even common 
Humanity, ought to take ? For 
my part, in the preſent Caſe, tho' 
he were much more my Friend 
than he is, I ſhould think it 2 
an 


* 
and ungenerous to contribute. 
to his Succeſs even by Wiſhes, 
and far leſs Actions, tho' not 
from the Motive he imagines, 
for you muſt know that he firmly 
believes I am your Slave as well 
as he; and yet, by a Caprice pe- 
culiar to himſelf, he truſts his Let- 
ters to the Man whom he looks 
upon as a Rival. I own Miſs, ad- 
ded I, that you have Charms to 
conquer a hundred Hearts like 
mine, and that *tis no caſy Matter 
to guard againſt their Power; I 
will even go farther and tell you, 
that were my Situation ſuch as I 
could wiſh it, I ſhould think my- 
ſelf the happieſt Man in the World 
to poſſeſs ſuch a Treaſure ; but as 
I cannot pretend to that Felicity in 
an honourable Way, I have too 
great a * for you to pretend 
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52 
to it in any other, and ſhall there- 
fore only wiſh that you may be as 
happy as you deſerve; and ſo ſaid, 
I directly left this lovely Maid, 
without giving her Time to make 
any Anſwer. 


I went from thence ſtreight to 
my Lodging, and diſpatched my 
Servant with the Lady's Letter to 
the Count; who was, no doubt, 
waiting for it with great Impa- 
tience; and the Reader may judge 
how agreeable it was by the fol- 
lowing Billet which he ſent me. 


To Mr. MoNBRUN. 
T H AD you been my Friend, 
cc 


Sir, you would have ra- 
<« ther ſent me a Halter, or any 
ce thing that would have done my 
6 Buſineſs at once, than the flow 
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Poiſon of ſuch an unkind, cruel, 
Letter; but I ſuppoſe (as [| 
make no doubt but the Con- 
tents were communicated to 
the happy Mr. Monbrun my 
Rival) you are juſt now ſinging 
a Te Deum tor your Victory and 
my Defeat; but before this is 
complete, you have one thing 
{till more to do, and the Tryal 
may be made To- morrow 
Morning, at Seven o' Clock, at 
which i4our I ſhall be at the 
Thulleries in the Alley of Sighs, 
and from thence we can walk 
through the Elyſian Fields to 
the Wood of Bologne, where we 
may without Interruption ſettle 
our Affairs: I ſhall expect you, 
and J am, 
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I went next Morning to the Place 
appointed, and happened to be there 
a few Minutes before the Count, 
who, cn coming up, told me, 
That he ſaw I was punctual where 
Honour called. I never doubted, 
continued he, of your Courage, 
and it gives me a ſort of Satisfac- 
tion to ſee that I have, in a ta- 
voured Rival, a Man of Spirit and 
Reſolution ; but you muſt not 
expect to obtain the Prize ſo long 
as there's a Drop of Blood in my 
Veins : Let us take a Walk to 
the moſt private Part of the Wood, 
and there offer up- bloody Sacri- 
fice to the Honour of our God- 
deſs. As we were going through 
the Ehyſian Fields, the Count of a 
ſudden ſtopt, and looking on me 
with Eyes that ſpoke a diſquieted 

Mind, 
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Mind, Aſenbrun, ſaid he, before 
we go farther, let me ask you one 
Queſtion, to which I expect a ſin- 
cere Anſwer, upon your Honour, 
let the Conſequence be what it will. 
I remained for a Minute or two 
filent, being at a Loſs to think 
what he meant by engaging my 
Honour to anſwer his Queſtion 
with Sincerity : Sir, ſaid I at laſt, 
I never remember to have given 
you any Occaſion to doubt of my 
Sincerity, in anſwering any ſerious _ 
Queſtion put to me by you, or 
any other Man; nor can I ima- 
gine what are your Motives to uſe 
ſuch Precautions upon the Que- 
ſtion you have to ask; but with- 
out endeavouring to penetrate into 
the Myſtery, let the Queſtion be 
what it will, I promiſe you upon 
my Honour, that my Anſwer 
We: ſhall 
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ſhall be agreeable to my real Sen- 
timents, Very well, replied he, 
Are you then really in Love with 
Mariette and my Rival? Before ! 
anſwer this Queſtion, I muſt, ſaid 
J, ask you another, and have your 
Anſwer with the ſame Sinccrity 
that you expect from me. Agreed, 
cry d he. It I ſhould, replied I, an- 
iwerNotoyour Queſtion, Will you 
not imagine that the Diſpute which 
we are now going to decide Sword 
in hand, makes me anſwer in the 
Negative ? No, upon my Honour, 
ſaid he, I ſhall not imagine that. I 
or any Man living will make you 
afraid to draw your Sword, where 
your Honour is eng:ged. Well 
then anſwered I, you may be aſſu- 
red that I neither have, or ever had 
any Inclination to Marie/te other 


than I have for any Woman of 
| | Merit. 
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Merit. I will, however, own, that 
I think her's ſo ſuperior to moſt 
of her Sex's, that were I a Man of 
Fortune, I believe, I ſhould be 
tempted to take a Leap into Ma- 
trimony with her, if ſhe accepted 
of me as a Husband; but as for at- 
tempting to make her a Miſtreſs, 
(a thing which I firmly believe 
neither you nor I, nor any Man 
upon Earth can effect) I would 
ſooner undergo the Fate of Abelard, 
than be the Author of her Ruin; 
and I would gladly hope that when 
you conſider, on the one Hand, 
with what a virtuous Mind and 
amiable Perſon Heaven has bleſſed 
this charming Creature ; and on 
the other, how little Probability 
there 1s, that with all the Arts and 
Stratagems that the Malice of 
Devils or Men can contrive, it 
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will be all, or I am groſsly miſ- 
taken, loſt Labour; for withoutEx- 
aggeration, ſhe ſeems to me to be 
all Angel, without the leaſt Mixture 
of Humanity, tho' ſhe has Fleſh 
and Blood as other Women, but 
no Paſſions ſtrong enough to 
ſtruggle with a Mind fo well forti- 
fied by Religion and Virtue : II 
you are nevertheleſs reſolved, at all 
Hazards, to purſue this wicked, 
and, I think, impracticable Deſign, 
go on, but expect no farther Ser- 
vices, nor Aſſiſtance, in any Shape, 
from your humble Servant. 


All the while I ſpoke the Count 
was mighty attentive, and remain- 
ed ſome Minutes after I had done 
with his Eyes fixed on the Ground: 
At laſt, as one awaked out ct a 
Dream, Right Reverend Father 

Monbrun, 


your devout Remonftrances, I ſhall 


59 ] 
Monbrun, ſaid he, your pious Ex- 
hortation has not only opened my 
Eyes with reſpect to your Charae- 
ter, but likewiſe frightened me 
with the Picture of my own. I 
hope with the Aſſiſtance of your 
farther Heavenly Admonitions, I 
ſhall be able to ſurmount the car- 
nal Defires with which this be- 
witching Girl has enflamed me; 
but before you preach any more, 
let us get back (for I thmk we 
have no further Occaſion to go to 
the Wood) to the Alley of Sighs. 
in the Thulleries, where, I hope, 
fortified by the Continuation of 


with a laſt Sigh, accompanied per- 
haps with a tender Tear, give up 
iny favourite Scheme, to the im- 
mortal Honour of Father Monbran,, 
who has done more than all the Sons. 

| D 6 of 


[ 60 ] 
of Loyola and Fanſenius put toge- 
ther, could have effected. You 
may give me, ſaid I ſmiling, what 
Title you pleaſe; I ſhall think 
myſelf happy, it J have contribu- 
ted to make you relinquiſh a De- 
ſign extravagant as well as diſ- 
honourable. We then walked on 
till we entered the Gardens, ob- 
ſerving a profound Silence, and 
even continued in our Taciturnity 
for ſome Minutes after we were 
ſeated on a Bank in the Alley of 
Sighs: At laſt the Count with a 
very heavy one indeed, thus ſpoke: 


This plaguy Girl ſticks hard to 
my Heart, and yet I find I muſt 
drive her from it; not ſo much, 
I confeſs, from a pious or honour- 
able Motive, as from the Dread 
of plunging myſelf ſtill deeper in 
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the Gulph, without Hopes of Pity 
or Aſſiſtance from the cruel Fair. 
I foreſee that I ſhall have a very dit- 
ficultTask to get the better of this 
unhappy Attachment; and tho' the 
Remedy I propoſe be rather worſe 
than the Diſeale, I can think of 
none other that will more effectual- 
ly bring about myCure, and there- 
fore I reſolve from this Moment 
to begin my Operations. I ſhall 
expect you holy Monitor, at the 
Hour of Dinner, that you may 
ſee it is none of my Fault, if I 
don't get myſelf ſoon brought to 
the Situation I was in before I ſaw 
this Heart-breaking Creature. I 
ſhall at our next meeting let you 
know my Scheme, which, I'm 

hopeful, will meet with your Ap- 
probation ; and in ſo ſaying we 
varted. I went to paſs an Hour or 
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two at the Coffee-houſe, and he, I 
ſuppoſe, to ſome of his old caſt- off 
Miſtreſſes. 


At the uſual Hour of Dinner, I 
went to his Houſe, where I found 


the Count de e, the Mar- 
quis 40 /, and the Cheva- 
lier de M——r, all Muſquetaires, 


who had come to dine with the 
Count without Invitation, a Thing 
common in Paris among F. iends. 


The ſurprizing and unexpected 
Retreat of the Marſhal dE 55 
at that Time, to a Convent, where 
he reſolved to paſs the Remainder 
of his Days, was the general Sub- 
ject of Converſation at Court and 
in Town, and People reaſoned 
upon it very differently. Our Po- 
liticians aſcribed it to the 4 of 

| 4 
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N—--s being preferred to him in 
a Government, which they were 
both ſolliciting; and the Janſeniſt 
Clergy, whom he favoured, added 
it to the Number of the miracu- 
lous Converſions wrought in thoſe 
Days at the Sepulchre of the Abb 
Paris, to which Curioſity had led 
the Marſhal; but whatever was the 
real Motive of this Nobleman's 
forſak ing the World, and ſhutting 
himſelf up within the Wells of a 
Cloyſter; his Family and Relations 
were not at all diſpleaſed, becauſe 
he was no longer in a Condition to 
tupport his Intereſt at Courr. 


For my Part, faid the Marquis 
O-, tho? it may be ſuppoſed, 
as | am his near Relation, that I 
may be better acquainted with his 
Motives of Retreat than other 

People, 
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People, I can only tell you that 
when I went to make him a Viſir, 
he excuſed himſelf from ſeeing me, 
and ſent me Word by the Prior, 
that if I came there with an Inten- 
tion to diſſuade him from paſſing 
his Days in that Place, as ſeveral of 
his Friends and Relations had al 
ready done, it was to no Purpoſe, 
his Reſolution being ſettled and 
unalterable ; and it J had any Bu- 
ſineſs to communicate to him 
which concerned myſelf or my 
Family, I might commit it to Pa- 
per, and I ſhould beſure to have 
his Anſwer. | 


In a Day or two after I wrote 
him a long Letter with all the 
Arguments I could muſter up 
againſt his depriving his Family 
and Relations of his Protection 

and 


* . 1 A a * * _ 
ED CCS N 


1 

* 
* 
fy 


| 
3 
# 
1 
5 
4 


[ 65 } 
and Advice, at a Time when they 
had ſo much Occaſion tor both ; 
but inſtead of a direct and catego- 
rical Anſwer to my Arguments, 
here's what he ſent me; |palling a 
Paper out of his Pocket] and as it 
is not very long, you ſhall hear 
what it contains ; and I think 
I can give it no other Title than 


The Marſhal's Motives for Retreat, 


5 HE ſilent Virtues of a 
1 good Man in Solitude, 
* are more amiable than all the 
© noiſy Honours of active Life. 


From the perpetual Neceſſity 
of conſulting the Animal Facul- 
e ties, in our Proviſion for the 
* preſent Lite, ariſes the Difficul- 
« ty of withſtanding their Impul- 
“ {cs, even in Caſes where they 
* ought. 
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ought to be of no Weight; for 
the Objects of Senſe ſtrike un- 
ſought, its Motions are inſtan- 
taneous, we are accuſtomed to 
follow their Directions, and 
therefore often ſubmit to the 
Sentence without examining the 
Authority of the Judge. 


Thus it appears upon à Phi- 
loſophical Eſtimate, that ſup- 
poling the Mind, at any cer- 
tain Time, in an Equipoiſe 
between the Pleaſures of this 
Life, and the Hopes of Futu- 
rity,preſent Objects falling more 
frequently into the Scale, would 
in Time preponderate; and that 
our Regard for an invincible 
State would grow every Mo- 
ment weaker, till at laſt it 
would loſe all its Activity, and 

* become 
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become abſolutely without Ef- 
fect. 


*« To prevent this dreadful E- 
vent, the Ballance is put into 
our own Hands, and we have 
Power to transfer the Weight 
to either Side. The Motives to 
a Life of Holineſs are infinite, 
not leſs than the Favour or An- 
ger of Omnipotence, not leſs 
than Eternity of Happineſs or 
Miſery. But theſe can only in- 
fluence our Conduct, as they 
gain our Attention, which the 
Buſineſs or Diverſion of the 
World are always calling off by 
contrary Attractions. 


The great Art therefore of 
Holineſs, and the End for which 
all the Rites of Religon ſeem to 
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be inſtituted, is the perpetual | 
Renovation of the Motives to 
Virtue by a voluntary Employ- 


ment of our Mind in the Con- 
templation of its Excellence, 
its Importance, and its Necel- 
ſity ; which in proportion as 
they are more frequently and 
more willingly revolved, gain a 
more forcible and more perma- 
nent Influence, *till in time they 
become the reigning Ideas, the 
ſtanding Principals of Action, 
and the Teſt by which every 
thing propoſed to the Judg- 
ment 1s rejected or approved, 


To facilitate this Change of 


our Affections, it is neceſſary | 
that we weaken the Tempra- 1 
tions of the World, by retiring 3 


at certain Scaſons trom it; for 
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its Influence ariſing only from 
its Preſence, is much leſſened, 
when it becomes the Object of 
ſolitary Meditation. A conſtant 
Reſidence amidſt Noiſe and 
Pleaſure inevitably obliterates 
the Impreſſions of Piety, and a 
frequent Abſtraction of ourſelves 
into a State where this Life, 
like the next, operates only up- 
on the Reaſon, will reinſtate 


Religion in its juſt Authority, 


even without thoſe Irradi ations 
trom above ; the Hope of which 
[ have yet no Intention to with- 
draw from the Sincere and the 


Diligent. 


I his is that Conqueſt of the 
World and of ourſelves which 
has always been conſidered as 
the Perfection of human Na- 
| Ares 
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© ture: And this is only to be 
* obtained by fervent Prayer, 
*© ſteady Reſolutions, and frequent 
Retirement from Folly and Va- 
% nity, from the Cares of Avarice, 
and the Joys of Intemperance, 
from the lulling Souuds of de- 
e ccitful Flattery, and the tempt- 
ing Sight of proſperous Wick- 
edneſs.“ 


Tho' the Marſhal's Motives for 
Retreat, ſuch as he traced them 
out in this Paper, were very co- 
gent and perſuaſive, yet little did 
we imagine that they ſhould have 
produced the ſurpriſing Effect 
which they had on the Mind of the 
Chevalier de M- -r, who hav- 
ing got a Copy of them, never 
reſted 't ill he threw himſelf into 
the ſame Convent where the Pw 
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hal had retired 5 and where, ſome 
time aſter, he put it out of his 
Power to have farther Commerce 
with the World, tho' he did not 
ſeem at the reading of this Paper 
to be more affected with it than 
the reſt of us; on the contrary, 
during Dinner and afterwards, he 
ſeemed to be the moſt gay and 
lrolickſome of the Company, and 
in all he faid and did kept perfect- 
ly up to the Character of Muſque - 
taire, the Gentlemen of which 
Corps aſſume a fort of Right and 
Priviledge of being wilder, and 
more debauched, and greater Rakes 
than any of his Majeſty's Houſhold 
or Marching Regiments ; and to 
their Praiſe be it ſaid, notwith- 
ſtanding the Exactneſs of their 
Diſcipline, and the Vigilance of 
their Officers, there ſeldom paſſes 
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a Day without their being in ſome 
Scrape or other, and the Cauſe of 
one, is the Cauſe of the whole, 
which has often produced bloody 
Scenes in our Streets. 


About an Hour after the 
Count's Major Domo came and 
whiſpered me that the Dinner was 
ſpoiling. I told the Company 
what he ſaid, and we all agreed 
that the Count would be better 
pleaſed we ſhould fit down to 
Table without him than that the 
Victuals ſhould be ſpoiled ; ſo it 
was crdered that the Dinner ſhould 
be ſerved, and the fecond Courſe 
was on the Table when the Count 
arrived. 


When you know, Gentlemen, 
ſaid he upon his coming in, the 
| Reaſon 
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Reaſon of my not being more 
punctual to the Hour of Dinner, 
you will, I hope, excuſe me, but 
as I am very hungry, we will, if 
you pleaſe, defer my Story, *till 
we have dined ; which we thought 
a very reaſonable Propoſal upon 
our own Accounts as well as his. 
For my Part, as I made no Doubt 
but that fome condeſcending Fair's 
Favours were to be the Subject of 
our Entertainment, and that the Sto- 
ry told to the three young Fellows 
preſent would be known in a few 
Hours to the whole Body of the 
black and white Mu/quetaires, and 
conſequently to the whole Town 
in two Days, I could have wiſhed 
that the Count had choſen Perſons 
of more Diſcretion as the Repoſi- 
tories of higamorous Adventures; 
but as Gallantry in this. polite 
| E Country 
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Country 1s carried on without any 
Myſtery, and that even the great- 
eſt Part of our Ladies rather glory 
than are aſhamed of paſſing for 
what in ſome Parts of the World 
leſs refined, would make them 
be deſpiſed as a Scandal to their 
Sex : Our Men are, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, intitled to gtatify their Vani- 
ty in boaſting of their Conqueſts, 
taking particular Care to name 
the Perſons as well as every Cir- 
cumſtance of their Intrigues from 
Beginning to the End. Thus the 
Amours of the Metropolis, from 
the Higheſt to the Loweſt, the 
Court not excepted, afford ample 
Matter of Converſation to all who 
ate fond of Scandal ; and a Man 
who does not know that the Prin- 
ceſs C——27 is ſo complaiſant as 
to tickle Cardinal F=——y's 1 . 
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that the Counteſs M: r diſ- 
dains not the Drudgery of Whip- 
ping the old worn-out Marſhal 
Ce, from his Lethargick State 
of Inactivity; that the Marchi- 
oneſs de Pe, without F: 5 
wonderful Elixir, ſor reviving 
drooping Nature, would expoſe in 
vain all her Charms and Arts to 
rouze the languid Deſires, and 
lifeleſs Parts of the Duke of B—«x 
her one eyed Lover ; that the 
Archbiſhop of R u, having a 
little of the Italian Guſto, takes 
a particular Pleaſure in ſeeing half 
a dozen naked Boys tumbling over 
one another in a large Bathing 
Tub, which is a more agreeable 
Sight to this good Prelate, than fo 
many Yenus's without Draperies ; 
that the Dukes of Z 
"3 n and ſome 
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others, have come to an Agree- 
ment, ſigned and ſealed before a 
Notary Publick, under a large 
Penalty, not to lie with their 
Wives for. a certain Number of 
Years; and that their Ladies, to be 
revenged, have ſigned and ſealed 
Contracts, with the ſame Formali- 
ties and Penalties, to take unto 
tem Perſons properly qualified to 
perform the Matrimonial Duties, 
which they are by that wild Whim 
of their Huſbands - deprived of; 
that my good Friend and Bene- 
factor the Count Saxe, is tied 
down to perſonal Service and At- 
tendance every Day of his Life; 
at 8 in the Morning to the Princeſs 
.Dowager of C—:z ; at 10, the 
Princels C— #; at 11, the 
Dutcheſs of E —Z ; at 2 in 
the Afternoon, the Dutcheſles 
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N 4 and R, Day a- 
bout by Turns; at 3, the Mar- 
chioneſs de Pe, and Madame de 
St, E e Day about; and 
from that Hour to 3 in the Morn- 
ing, he makes his Rounds among 
eight or nine Ladies of inferior 
Claſſes; ſo that he is deſervedly 
ſtiled, Le brave Conte a quatorze; 
i. e. The brave Count of lourteen; 
and in fine, a Man that 1s not fully 
informed not only of the Amours 
of Perſons of Quality and Diſtinc- 
tion, whether of tne Sword or 
Robe, but likewiſe of the princi- 
pal Cirizens, inferior Clergy, in- 
cluding the Monaſtick Orders, is 
looked upon to be a Creature who 
has no Acceſs to polite Company 
or Converſation. But the Reader 
I hope will excuſe this little Di- 
greſſion, which I ſhall extend no 

E 3 farther, 
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farther, but entertain him with 
the Count's Adventure, which 1 
hope will make him laugh as it 
did us: And now begin, deſiring 
it may be remembred that the 
Count ſpeaks, and the Servants are 
retired, 


Gentlemen, before I proceed to 
the Narration of my Morning's 
Adventure, it will be neceſſary to 
let you know that I had made my 


Addreſſes ſome time ago to Miſs 


Ponſaint Pierre, a Banker's Daugh- 
ter, whoſe Vanity to be rank'd in 
the Claſs of Nobles, had made him 
purchaſe the Title of Tre/orier de 
France ; i.e. Treaſurer of France, at 
the Expence of a good round Sum 
to Madam de Prie the Duke of 
Bourbon's Miſtreſs. His Daughter 
is a ſprightly Girl, tolerably } ond 
ome, 
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ſome, maliciouſly witty, with a 
large Share of Vanity and Pride, 
being very eaſily perſuaded to be- 
lieve Proteſtations of Love, becauſe 
ſhe has a high Opinion of her own 
Merit : It was not long before I 
was pretty far advanced in her 
good Graces, and I imagined that 


nothing was tags, but a favour» . 


able Opportunity of- getting what 


I aimed at; but the Father, who 
had lived a conſiderable Time in 


Spain, and had contracted very 


much of the Jealouſy peculiar to 


that Nation, told me, very blunt- 
ly, one Day, that it was by no 
Means proper his Daughter ſhould 
keep up a Correſpondence with a 


Man of my Rank and Station; 


and that as her Reputation might 
be called in Queſtion by the Fre- 
quency of my Viſits, he had been 
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under a Neceſſity of giving her 
Orders not to receive any more. 
1 told him I had too great a Re- 
gard for his Daughter, to do any 
Thing that might give Malice the 
leaſt Handle; for which Reaſon 
J would rather deprive myſelf of 
the Pleaſure of her Company, than 
to give him or her the leaſt Unea- 
fineſs ; and that if he thought 
proper, I would then take a for- 
mal Leave of her in her own 


Apartment, to which he conſent- 
ed. 


You may believe, I complained 
much of her Father's Cruelty, and 
how miſerable I ſhould be in be- 
ing deprived of the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing her. I was reſolved to 
make a bold Puſh for the laſt Fa- 
your; and as the Preludes of 

kiſſing 


81.1 
kiſſing and ſqueezing her Hand, 
with ſome other Familiarities did 
not ſeem to offend, I at laſt became 
bolder, canght her in my Arms, 
and gently placed her upon the 


f Bed; but inſtead of ſtruggling 
or making any Reſiſtance, ſhe 
ſtretched out her Hand, pulled a 
Rope that hung by the Bed's Head, 
upon which a Bell at the Door ot 
the Anti-Chamber rang pretty 
loud, ſo that her Maid came run- 
ning, and I had only Time to 
Jump out of the Ped before ſhe 
appeared. Betty, ſaid ſhe in a faint 
Voice, I was ſuddenly taken ill, and 
the Count was ſo kind as to carry 
me to my Bed: Now, Sir, added 
ſhe, looking at me with an affect- 
ed Smile, as I have a Perſon who 
can aſſiſt me, I hope you'll be fo 
good as to retire with my Thanks, 


8 or 
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for your ſeafonable Help in my 
Diſtreſs. I am only ſorry, ſaid I, 
that I had not an Opportunity of 
giving you more eſſential Proofs 
of my Zeal and Attachment ; and 
then left the Room curſing my 
Diſappointment, and vowing Re- 
venge. 


For two Months I ſent her 
every other Day a Letter by one 
_ Mrs. D , who under pre- 

tence of ſelling Trinkets for Ladies 
Toilets, carried Bzi!/ets-doux and 
Aſſignations; and is in great Re- 
putation for her Ability in bring- 
ing Lovers together at her Houle, 


where they have all Conveniencies 
that can be deſired, 


Mademoiſelle made no Difficul- 
ty of receiving my Letters, Lut all 
t's 


( 33 ] 

D 's Rhetorick could not 
prevail with her to ſend any An- 
{wer till the Day before Yeſterday, 
when ſhe brought this Billet; 
which he pulled out of his Pocket, 
and gave me to read; and of 
which, as of all his other Letters, 
he allowed me to take Copies. 


To Count S A xk. 


« FS it Love, Sir, or is it Re- 
8 venge, that prompts you to 
write me ſo many pretty Let- 
« ters? As I am of a forgiving 
« Temper mylelt, I am apt to 
believe that others are ſo too; 
e and therefore I conclude that 
you are influenced by the for- 
mer, rather than the latter ; for 
which Reaion, and at the mot 
urgent Intreaties of your faith- 
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“ ful female Mercury, I am re- 
& ſolved to admit you once more 
«© into my Bed- room; and for 
* your Encouragement, be it 


* known to you, that my Alarm 
„Bell is broke. 


My Father ſets out after To- 
* morrow at 11 O'Clock for Fon- 
*© tainbleau, and if ſeeing me will 
* make you ſo happy as you pre- 
tend, by obſerving the Directi- 
* ons which Mrs. D— t will 
give you, your Miſery will ſoon 
ebe at an End.“ 


When I had read this Letter, I 
told the Company laughing, that 
as I intended, if ] happened to live 
longer than the Count, to publiſh 
his Adventures, he had agreed 
not only to my taking Copies of 
all the Letters he wrote and re- 

ceived, 


[ 35 ] 
ceived, but likewiſe to furniſh me 
with all proper Materials 1n his 
future Progrels. 


Ay, ay, cried he, as I am pret- 
ty eaſy who knows my Adven- 
tures while I am on this Side the 
Grave, their being publiſhed when 
I am dead and gone, will cettainly 
give me no Manner of Trouble. 
This led us into a Chain of 
mighty ſerious and edifying Re- 
flexions upon the Folly of thoſe 
who make themſelves wretched 
while they live, that Poſterity may 
commemorate them with Ap- 
plauſe; but as I am not at pre- 
ſent in the Humour of dipping 
into the digreſſive Way, I ſhall 
not trouble myſelf nor the Reader 
with putting down all the pretty 
Things that were ſaid upon this 

Subject; 
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Subject; and had interrupted, at 
leaſt, for a full Hour (by compar- 
ing this with the many other Mad- 
neſſes to which Mankind are liable) 
the Count's Story, which at laſt 
he thus continued. 


When you and I, Monbrun, ſaid 
he, turning to me, parted this 
Morning, I went directly to 
D 's, who gave me the neceſ- 
ſary Directions aſter our Choco- 
late and ſome Jellies, which the 
good Woman keeps for Gentle- 
men Whoſe gallant Behaviour 
ſhe is particularly intereſted ; and 
I obſerved them ſo punctually, 
and ſo ſucceſsfully, that | got to 
Miſs's Bed-room without being 
ſeen by any of the Servants ; and, 
to my great Surprize, found her 
Reading, with great Attention and 

Compoſure, 
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Compoſure, Seneca's Morals. Af- 
ter the introductory Compliments, 
and a Profuſion of Thanks on 
my Part, I went to ſecure the 
Entrance from Intruders, and that 
done flew on the Wings cf Love 
to ſeize on my lovely, and I 
thought willing Victim. Soft and 
fair, Count, ſaid ſhe, with a lan- 
guiſhing Look, which J aſcribed 
to the laſt and faint Efforts of ex- 
piring Virtue, before we ſign and 
ſeal our Treaty, ſome Prelimina- 
ries muſt farſt be ſettled; and theſe 
Words were ſcarce out of her 
Mouth, when we heard her Mo- 
ther's Voice upon che Stair that led 
to her Appartment, and found 
that ſhe was coming to ſpeak to 
her Daughter. The Female Sex 
greatly exceeds ours in finding out 
Expedients upon a Pinch; ſhe no 


ſooner 
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ſooner was alarmed with the Dan- 
ger, than the Means of avoiding it, 
were by her fertile Imagination 
contrived ; while I was under the 
greateſt Confuſion, and ſhould 
have remained undetermined till 
the good old Lady had made her 
Appearance, and then looked very 
ſilly, without being able to ſay 
how or why I was there. For Hea- 
ven's fake, cry*d the Belle, creep 
under the Bed *till my Mother is 
gone, or I am for ever ruined and 
undone. With great Difficulty ! 
got myſelt ſqueezed in, and as the 
Bed was very low, you may be- 
lieve that I was in no eaſy Situa- 
tion; and the only Comfort I had 
to ſupport me in this painful Pol- 
ture, was the Hopes of a ſpeedy 
Releaſe, and the Satisfaction of 
ſeeing what paſſed in the 8 | 

| 2 Juſt 
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Juſt as the old Lady was got 
to the Door and knocked, the 
Daughter opened it without diſ- 
covering the leaſt Symptoms of 
Diſcompoſure, and with her Sene- 
ca in her Hand. Marzette, ſaid 
ſhe, you muſt dreſs yourſelf as 
ſpeedily as poſſible, for the Cardi- 
nal F——y having been informed 
that you had an excellent Voice, 
has ſent me Word that he will be 
here in an Hour to hear you ſing, 
and accompany your Voice with 
your Harpſichord : I expect you 
will do your beſt to pleaſe his 
Eminence, for many Reaſons; and 
that no Time may be loſt, put on 
your Stays directly, and I will 
lace you myſelt ; but 5rit of all 
put on a clean Smock. Very well 


thought I, it is ſome Comfort at 
leaſt 
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leaſt, in my preſent Miſery, to 
have the Satisfaction of viewing 
the upper Parts of Mademoiſelle's 
Body, by and by I hope to glut 


my Eyes with Beauties now con- 
cealed. 


By the Time ſhe was dreſs'd, 
which was done with great Expe- 
dition, the Cardinal arrived, and 
the two Ladies went to receive 
him. I flattered myſelf that I was 
now to be releaſed from my iti- 
fling Priſon; but as bad Luck 
would have it, the waiting Maid 
came bouncing in, the Moment 
the Ladies were gone, and threw 
herſelf into an caſy Chair, oppoſite 
to a large Glaſs, where ſhe ſeemed 
highly delighted with ſeeing, in the 
Mirror, certain Parts of her Body 
which ſhe could not other wiſe 
view 


JJ nn” Sa» it 
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view ſo fully, nor ſo commodi- 
ouſly z and fhe ſeemed to be ſo 
delighted with the Perſpective, 
that a Valet de Chambre got cloſe 
to the Back of the Chair ; and ſhe 
knew nothing of his being ſo near, 
till ſhe perceived him in the Glaſs, 
viewing what ſhe ſo much admired 
herſelf. At firſt ſhe ſeemed to be 
greatly affronted at what ſhe called 
his Impudence ; but he ſtopped 
her Mouth with Kiſſes, and gave 
his Hands Liberty to rove where 
he thought proper. I thought the 
Scene would have been acted in 
the Place where they were ; but to 
my great Surprize and Grief, I 
was but at the Beginning of my 
Tortures, for this impudent young 
Dog got her in his Arms, and 
ſowſe came they both in the Bed, 
Juſt above where I lay gaſping for 

Breath, 
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Breath, and the Canvas yielding 
to their Weight, I was ſo unmer- 
citully ſqueezed, that I was often 
tempted to ſpoil their Sport by 
calling out, and had they remain- 
ed but a Minute or two longer 
than they did, I muſt have done i it, 
or held my Peace for ever ; for Tc 
had been ſo galloped upon that I 
was like to faint with Pain and 
Sweat; and at laſt indeed deprived 
of my Voice and Tongue, and 
| poſitively ready to expire, when 
they both jumped out of the Bed ; 
this unconſcionable Jade telling 
him, that if he had not gotten c- 
| nough of romping this Morning, 
| ſhe was willing to give him his 
Revenge the "ame Afternoon ; 
but go down now, continued ſhe, 
for fear you ſhould be wanted, and 
I will go to my Chamber to ſet 
my 


L037 


my Hair and Cap to rights. So 
away went they, and left me almoſt 
in the Agonies of Death; how- 
ever, by being eaſed of their 
Weight, and by getting my 
Head without the Bed, by 
which I got a little Air; 1 reco- 
vered juſt ſo much Strength, as 
with much ado, to creep from 
under the Bed, and crawl upon all 
fours to the Table, where provi- 
dentially ſtood a Bottle of Water, 
which was Nectar and Ambroſia, 
and recovered me fo far as to be 
in a Condition to ſtand upon my 
Legs, and in a few Minutes to ſtep 
gently down the back Stair into 
the Garden, the Way I had come 
in; and having the Key of the 
Garden door that opened into 
another Street, I left Mademoiſelle 
chanting _ 
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chanting to her Cardinal, fully 
reſolved to abandon my Deſign 
upon her Perſon, if ſhe would not 
come to D ts, or ſome ſuch 
canvenient Place. 


went to the firſt Tavern J 
could meet with, when a couple 
of Glaſſes of Frontiniac, with a lit- 
tle Repoſe, till a Hackney Coach 
was called, greatly revived my 
drooping Spirits; but if ever I 
am ſo catched again may I be 
condemned to Bedlam while I 
live. 


The Count de F-——e, and the 
Marquis d I, were ſurprized 
that a Man of the Count's Vigour 
and ſtrong Paſſions, could ſo pre- 
cipitately, and even ingloriouſly 
abandon a Conqueſt that he wy 
0 
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ſo ſure of, by keeping the Field of 
Battle a little longer. For my 
Part, ſaid F-— e, tho' I have a 
Body not capable of bearing much 
Fatigue, yet I would have ſtood a 
Squeezing for twenty-four Hours 
to have had the Pleaſure of ſqucez- 
ng ſomebody elſe, before I had 
left that Room ; and I, cry'd 
40 , ſhould have been fo 
pleaſed with the Dance of the 
amorous Couple above me, that I 
certainly ſhould have kept Time 
with them below, at leaſt in Ima- 
gination, which I would have di- 
rected towards the lovely P e, 
in hopes of after realiſing. And 
my Opinion, ſaid J, is, that the Mo- 
ther's coming to the Daughter's 
Chamber, and the Count's Con- 
finement under the Bed was a con- 
certed Scheme, and I am the more 


CON- 
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confirmed in this Opinion, becauſe 
I have Ground to believe that the 
Cardinal is not in Town. It this 
can be made appear, ſaid the Count 
laughing, I am certainly bit, and 
I will as certainly be revenge ; 
but I muſt know whether the Car- 
dinal was there or not, which was 
ſoon put almoſt out of Doubt by 
the Arrival of Mr. C 7 an 
Officer in the Light Horſe, and a 
Relation of his ; who upon being 
aſked if his Eminence was in T'own, 
anſwered, that he believed he nei- 
ther was now, nor had been for 
ſome Time paſt in Paris, unleſs he 
had ſtole Incog. from M. The 
Count bit his Lip, and ſaid no- 
thing; and but for the Preſence 
of this old Officer, who was now 
mighty devout, after having been 
a mighty great Rake, we ſhould 
have 
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have made ourſelves very merry, 
and laugh'd heartily at the Count's 
Adventure. 

The three Muſquetaires and 
C——2 were ſcarcely gone, when 
enters D with an Epiſtle 
from Miſs P—————ze, of which 
here follows an- exact Copy. 


« I thought, Sir, you had been 
« a Man of more Gallantry and 
% Reſolution, than to fly with 
&« ſuch Precipitation, when a lit- 
e tle more Patience would have 
* crown'd your Attempt with 
„ Succeſs, and I muſt either have 
the Mortification to think that 
you have but a poor Opinion 
of my Merit, or that you are 
one of thoſe mighty delicate 
Gallants, who love their own 
dear Perſons too much to un- 


F dero 
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dergo - any Fatigue for the 
greateſt Favours a Woman can 
beltow. Your Retreat, Sir, 
hath given a terrible Blow to 
the Value I put upon myſelt, 
ſince neither my Charms, 
nor the delicious Proſpe& of 
your ſoon being made as happy 
as a Lover can be in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Miſtreſs, could ſup- 
port you under the Pains you 
felt beneath my Bed ; but had 
been in your Caſe, and ani- 
mated with a Paſiion ſo violent 
as you have repreſented yours 
to be, methinks the Proſpect, 
not at all uncertain, of ſoon 
changing an uneaſy Situation 
below, to an agreeable one 
above the Bed, wou'd have 
made me very patient; but 
Count Saxe thought TOR, 
an 
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« and I ſhould perhaps think 
« otherwiſe too, were I meta- 
« morphoſed into a Petit-mattre, 
and fonder of Eaſe than of any 
« Woman upon Earth : To ſhew 
«© you, however, how good na- 
„ tured a Creature I am, ap- 
* point a Place of Rendezvous 
&« yourſelf, and I will face the 
” Preity with flying Colours; 
but if any croſs Accident ſhould 
fall in our Way, blame For- 
tune and not your humble 
„ Servant,“ 
M. P. 


Aſter the Count had read this 
Letter, he told D that he 
would ſend an Anſwer to her 
Houſe in the Evening, who made 
a very profound Curteſy, and re- 


tired, When ſhe was gone, ſee, 
F 2 ſaid 
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ſaid he, putting the Letter into 
my Hand, what a malicious jilt- 
ing Devil this Girl is. We muſt 
contrive ſome Scheme or other to 
bite the Biter, for J ſhall not have 
an eaſy Hour *till I am revenged. 
Come, Monbrun, ſet thy plotting 
Head to work, and think of ſome 
Stratagem to humble this intole- 
rable Coquette, Tho' J am per- 
ſuaded, anſwer'd J, that ſhe has 
puniſh'd you for attacking her 
Virtue, and will always throw 
Obſtacles in the Way to diſappoint 
you; yet to be aſſured that ſuch 
are her Intentions, I would, 
were it my Caſe, propoſe a meet- 
ing at D 7's. If ſhe con- 
ſents to come within the Walls of 
that ſanctified Houſe, I ſhall con- 
clude that ſhe really intends to 
make you happy, and if ſhe refu- 


ſes, 
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ſes, you muſt even reſolve to do 
as you have done with M-——te, 
leave off your Purſuit, and forget 
her, or, it you muſt be revenged, 
blaſt her Reputation by infinuating 
to the Preſident AA les Lady, 
that you are in M les good 
Graces; that Patroneſs of Scan- 
dal will whiſper it to halt a Score 
before ſhe goes to Bed, and in 24 
Hours, the Story, with many fine 
Additions, will be known by all 
the gay Part of the Town; bur 


this Method of Revenge is what I ! 
would not recommend to another, 


nor chuſe myſelf, becauſe I think 
a Woman cannot treat a Man too 
ill, who intends to make a W—- e 
of her. 


Thou art 2 Noble Fellow for 
Invention, cry'd he, and haſt ex- 
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actly learn'd the Cant of the Monks, 
when they act the Procurers. 
They direct a Man in every Step 
that he muſt take, proteſting ſo- 
lemnly that what they ſzy is ſo far 
trom exciting to lewd or ungocly 
Actions, that they will, retired in 
theif Cells, pray that Heaven mz 

ex inguiſn all carnal and laſcivi- 
ous Deſires in thoſe whoſe Hearts 
are warmed with the ſeductive 
Charms of Women. I will try to 
get this Belle to Dumont's, and if 
ſhe comes there, I will, in my 
tu n, ſqueeze her jilting Lady- 
ſhip; but if ſhe diſappoints me, 
what then No I muſt 
even think of her no more, but to 
pray that her Virginity may choak 
her, or that ſhe may get an old 


fumbling Huſband, and be ob- 


liged to beg the Favour of me to 
cuckold 
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cuckold him; which I diſdain— 
fully will refuſe. I muſt now, 
added he, write a Letter to the 
Miniſter, and afterwards my Pen 
ſhall trace, not the [ictates of my 


Heart, but what I think will be 


moſt conducive to decerve her's; 
and in acting this Part, I'm 
ſupported by that Moatchave- 
lien Maxim of Fallere fallentem * 


&c. for, to ſpeak ingenuouſly, if 


ever Revenge can be allowable, I 
have a Right to it, and whatever 
you or other holy Monitors ſuch as 
you may profeſs, where you are not 
perſonally concerned, yet had any 
Female tantalized you ſo bare- 
facedly as this half *paniſh Donna 
has done my Worſhip, your 

F 4 Hearts 
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Hearts would ſuck in the ran- 
corous Gall, and breath nothing 
but Deſtruction of the Virgin 
Fort, and the ſweet Pleaſure of 
Revenge. This by way of Di- 
greſſion; now, if you chuſe to di- 
vert yourſelt with a Book while 
I am writing my political and 


. amorous Epiſtles, or incline ra- 


ther to go out, in this Cale, [ 


: ſhall expect to ſee you at the Play, 
and will ſup together here, where, 


for one Part of the Deſert you 
ſhall have a Copy of what I write 
to my deceitful Fair one, to put 
up with the reſt of the precious 
Materials which you are to throw 
together, when you favour the 
World with my Adventures. 


As I was not in the Humour of 
Reading, I reſolved to thruſt yi 
{cl 
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ſelf into the Circle of Philoſophers 
and learned Pedants, to ha“ a 
Dozen of whom the March:oncts 
of St. Laurent gave regula ly, 
twice a Week, a very elegant 
Dinner, for the Pleaſure of hear- 

their learned Diſſertations, of 
which ſhe underſtood as littic as I 
do of the Chineſe Language; and 
yet took upon her to determine 
wh-ſe Opinion ſhe thought moſt 
rational and util, and by a hap- 
py Chance ſometimes happened 
to hit right; and what is ſtill more 
ſurpriſing, ſhe had ſo extraordi- 
nary a Memory, that ſhe repeated 
almoſt Word for Word, the O- 
pinion which had the Honour of 
her Approbation, without know- 
ing more what was meant by the 
Words, than the Parrot who calls 
lis Lady a mighty beautiful 
e Dame, 
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but Deſtruction of the Virgin 
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ſelf into the Circle of Philoſophers 
and learned Pedants, to ha“ a 
Dozen of whom the March:ioncis 
of St. Laurent gave regula ly, 
twice a Week, a very elegant 
Dinner, for the Pleature of hear- 
ing their learned Diſſertations, of 
which ſhe underſtood as littic as I 
do of the Chineſe Language; and 
yet took upon her to determine 
wh. ſe Opinion ſhe thought moſt 
rational and ju, and by a hap- 
py Chance ſometimes happened 
to hit right; and what is ſtill more 
ſurpriſing, ſhe had ſo extraordi- 
nary a Memory, that ſhe repeated 
almoſt Word for Word, the O- 
pinion which had the Honour of 
her Approbation, without Know- 
ing more what was meant by the 
Words, than the Parrot who calls 
his Lady a mighty beautiful 

„„ Dame, 
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Dame, and the Cook a mighty 


dirty Fellow. The Subject of that 
Day's Conference was, Whence it 
is that every one is zealous ſor his 
own Opinion? 


The firſt who ſpoke upon the 
Queſtion was the Abbe P——4. 


Men, faid he, deſire nothing 
but Good, diſtinguiſhed into Ho- 
nour, Profit and Pleaſure. None 
of which are gotten by Obſtinacy 
in a different Way of thinking, but 
on the contrary, renders a Man 
contemptible with the Perſons 
with whom he differs; and there- 
tore in order to be well thought 
of, he muſt chime in with the 
general Sentiments, or at leaſt 
drop his own, tho' ever ſo well 
tounded, to avoid giving Offence 
to 
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to the united Judgments of others; 
and as ſuch a Condeſcendence is a 
flat Contradiction to that Superio- 
rity of Capacity with which Self- 
love flatters us; hence ariſe thoſe 
Wranglings ſo frequent not only 
in Scholaſtic Diſputes, but like- 
wiſe in familiar Converſation; and 
we rarely find Perſons who fancy 
themſelves endowed with more 
Knowledge than others, ſo mode- 
rate or modeſt, as to reſiſt the De- 
ſire of expuſing the Ignorance or 
wrong Conceptions of thole whom 
they think they can caſily con- 
fute : This Stimulus of Self- love 
and Vanity, prompts them to ex- 
ert all their Skill; and when they 
puſh their Adverſaries in Opinion 
too hard, the Conlequence 1s, that 
the Conquerors maliciouſly exult 
in their Victory, and the Conquer'd 

F 6 are 
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are To aſham'd of their Defeats, 
that they are inſpired with bitter 
Reſentment againſt their Antago- 
niſts, and perſiſt in their Opinions 
tho' they cannot defend them. 


The next who ſpoke was a 
learned Limb of the Law, named 
Peron, who made a long and me- 
phyſical Harrangue upon real and 
imaginary Good, which I did not 
underſtand, and conſequently could 
not remember ; but after he had, 
at leaſt in his own Opinion, pro- 
ved, that it ſeemed impoſlible for 
a Man not to be concerned for 
his Good; which, according to 
him, conſiſted in his Judgment's 
being always eſteemed ; he con- 
cluded, that a Man who has 
judged of a Thing and given his 
Advice, at leaſt, according Ls 

is 
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his Apprehenſion, ſeeing that Ad- 
vice rejected, falls into a double 
Intereſt; one ariſing from the cha- 
ritable Inclination which he hath 
for the Good of him who conſults 
him, and whom he ſecth likely to 
miſcarry, by not following bis 
Advice: The other is his own 
proper Intereſt, for the lighting 
his Advice, or diſſenting trom his 

Opinion, is a tacite accuſing him 
of failing in a thing eſſential to his 
End, and calling him no leſs than 
a Monſter, or Fault of Nature. 
For as a Monſter is called a Fault 
of Nature, becauſe the Agents pro- 
ducing it have deviated from the 
Way which ſhe had traced out and 
preſcribed to them : So Man not 
judging as he ought, deviates from 
the Way that leads to his End. 
The ſlighting his Opinion is ſhock - 
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ing, becauſe it reflects upon his 
Judgment, and brands him with 
the Crime of being a ar in 
Knowledge. Nothing offends a 
Man more than to be called Fool, 
that is ſtupid and unable to judge, 
and ſuch Appellations, however 
indecent, and productive ſome- 
times of the moſt violent Reſent- 
ments, are but too frequent in 
warm Diſputes, and always pro- 
duce Obſtinacy in our Sentiments, 
ſtrong enough to determine us 
right or wrong in their Favour, 
often raiſing Choler and Spite to 
ſuch a Height, that we will not 
even yield to Conviction. 


The Third who ſtood up was 
the famous Abbe de Pluche, from 
whom I expected a long and 
learned Diſſertation, but was great- 


ly 
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ly diſappointed ; not that this 
truly ingenious Man was not ca- 
pable of giving more ſatisfactory 
Reaſons than any of the Members, 
but becauſe, I ſuppoſe, he did not 
think it worth while to enter deep- 
ly into the Queſtion in ſuch a 
Place. One of the principal Rea- 
ſons, ſaid he, why Men are ge- 
nerally ſo zealous and wedded to 
their Opinions, tho' they know 
them to be falſe, is, that the more 
falſe Things are, the more they ate 
their own. A true Opinion is 
ours indeed, but not altogether, 
for it is alſo in the thing; whereas 
that which is falſe is only ours, 
having no Foundation in the thing, 
but meerly in our Mind, which 
imagines it to be, tho' it be nat. 
Whence it is that there is no Re- 
ligion nor Hereſy ſo falſe, but 


have 
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have had their Authors and Fol- 
lowers; and, indeed, 'tis chiefly 
in that kind of Judgement that 
we will not be controlled, becauſe 
our Mind, which of it ſelf is pleaſ- 
ed with ſublime Things ſuch as 
they are which concern Religion, 
is the more zealous of them the 
more falſe they are, as being alto- 
gether our own. 


The Fourth, whom I did not 
know, ſpoke a great Deal, I 
thought to very little Purpoſe, and 
all could make out of his elabo- 
rate Harangue, was, that he refer- 
ed the Cauſe of our Zeal for our 
own Opinions, to the Difficulty of 
defacing that which is Engraven in 
our Underſtanding. 


The 
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The Fifth, named Monfieur 
P r, and who was a zealous 
Stickler for Janſeni in, very dog- 
matically aſſured us, that our be- 
ing wedded to our Opinions, was 
the Conſequence of firſt Impreſ- 
ſions; and to our being grounded 
in different Principles, which are 
ſcarce ever to be got the better of 
while we live; tho' ſometimes 
Intereſt may make us ſeemingly 
abandon them, _ 


The Sixth who was a ſmart 
young Abbe, told us a Story of a 
Man, whoſe Wife being drowned 
in a rapid River, the Huſband 
went to ſeek her up the Stream 
and when he was told that he mult 
go down, if he wanted to find the 
Body; he anſwer'd that they did not 

know 
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know his Wife's Humour : For 
ſince others floated down with the 
Current of the Water, ſhe would 
infallibly aſcend againſt the Stream, 
From which he inferred, that the 
Reaſon oi many People's being 
weilded to their Opinions, proceed- 
ed from a Habit they have of con- 
tradicting all Sent iments different 
from their own. 


The Marchioneſs made a ſhort 
Encomium upon the Learning and 
Capacity of each Member, and at 
laſt determined in Favour of the 
Lawyer P u, wnofe Harangue 
ſhe repeated with great Exactneſs, 
to my very great Surprize ; and the 
Reſt of the Members not in the 
leait piqued at the Preference 
given to him, made each in his 
Place a very low congratulatory 

Bow, 
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Bow); aſter which the Aſſembly 
broke up, and every one went 
where Buſineſs or Diverſion called 
them. For my Part, I went to the 
Play-houſe, where I met with the 
Count, and we came to his Houle 
ogether; and when there, the firſt 
Thing he did was to put into my 
Hands a Copy of his Letter to 
Miſs re, which I had 
lelt him writing, and here it is. 


To Miſs P RE. 
2 IN CE you are ſo good, 
th Mits, as to leave to my 


** 
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Choice, the Place where 1 am 
& once more to be bleſt with 
your Preſence, I beg that it 
% may be at Mrs. D 


c 


48 3 
where J hope, the Recital of my 


Sufferings under your Bed, 
« will 
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will convince you that it was ; 
high Time to be gone, aſter [ : 
had bore, I don't know how KF * 
long, the Thumps and Bounces 1 
of an amorous Pair, who did f 
your Bed the Honour of mak- 
ing it the Couch of their Plea- n 
ſures; and had the luſcious 6 


Scene laſted but a few Minutes | 
longer than it did, I ſhould BB 
have either been obliged to call 
out and expoſe you, or die a 
Martyr, which would have been 
attended with ſtill worſe Con: 
ſequences, My Patience under 
the moſt exquiſite Torture, and 
my leaving the Houſe from the 
Dread of being ſurprized by 
the Maid's Return, were, in my 
humble Opinion, the greateſt 
Proofs of Selt-denyal and Re- 
ſpect that I could poſſibly give 


** you; 
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« you; and I cannot but think, 
c that when you cooly examine 
| © the Caſe, you'll conclude that 
| © my Behaviour deſerved rather 
| FF © to be commended than rallicd, 
« ſince the Motive of my Flight 
| « was the Regard I had to your 
Reputation, which I will always 
« prefer to my own Happineſs. 
| « It 1s in your Power, my Char- 
| FF © mer, to complete it, without 
; | the Dread of Interruption, or 
5 expoſing my yet aking Bones 
8 to a new ſqueezing. Mrs. 
BF t 1s a diſcreet Woman, 
and J hope it will be at her 
** Houſe (the Day and Hour at 
your Appointment) where the 
lovely P re will receive 
the Homage of her faithful 
Slave.” 


C. SAA. 
Juſt 
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Juſt as we were ſitting down to 
Supper, arrives the active and 
obliging D t, with an Anſwer 
to the Count's laſt Letter ; and he 
was ſo elevated with the Pro- 
ſpe& of the Accompliſhment of 
his Wiſhes, that he took the com- 
plaiſant Dame by the Hand, and 
inſiſted upon her ſupping with us, 
which ſhe very readily accepted. 
Supper paſt as Suppers uſually do, 
when Servants attend ; but when 
we came to the Deſert, Bottles and 
Glaſſes were placed on the Table, 
the Footmen retired ; then ſpark- 
ling Champagne enlivened our 
Converſation and baniſhed Re- 
ſerve. 


D t was a Woman of Wit, 


and leſs covetous than moſt of her 
Trade. 
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Trade. Mademoilelle P re 
was the firſt who was brought be- 
fore our cenſorious Tribunal. Do 
you think, D t, ſaid the 
Count, that ſhe will come to your 


* Houſe ? A burnt Child dreads the 


Fire; I have been twice already 
| diſappointed, and I am ſuſpicious 
that ſhe has till ſome jilting 
Scheme in her Head. How can it 
be imagined, ſaid ſhe, laughing, 
that this young Lady, whoſe Paſ- 
ſions are, to my certain Knowledge, 
not of the moſt moderate, will 
deny herſelf the Pleaſure which 
| ſhe may expect from the Count 
| 2 quatorze, i. e. Fourteen. Madame 
de P c aſked me, t'other Day, 
it I had heard of your ſurprizing 
Abilities, and it I believed what 
Fame reported of your extraordi- 
nary Performances? For the So- 

lution 
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lution of your Queſtion, Madam, 
ſaid I, there's none more capable 
than your Friend Madame de &. 
Ee. I am credibly inform- 
ed that ſhe and the Count have 
lately been much together, and as 
ſhe is allowed to be a hne Woman, 
I ſuppoſe he has exerted himſelf 
to the utmoſt of his Power ; and 
yet I was aſſured by the Marchi- 
oneſs of R———tf, who is St. 
2's Shadow, that the lit- 
tle Cavalier of Rouen had not only 
got the better of you, but of all her 
Ladyſhip's Admirers ; not, I ſup- 
poſe, from a Superiority of Talents, 
but becauſe he generouſly, and in 
the moſt gentee] Manner, empties 
his well filled Coffers to ſupply her 
Extravagancies ; and what obliges 
her above all Things, when ſhe 
wants to get the poor Creature her 

Huſband 
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Huſband out of the Way, is, that 
Cavalier, who is a favourite of the 
Duke of EZ— 's, and has made 
no Secret of his Intrigue to his 
Grace, prevails with him every 
now and then, to invite the Huſ- 
band to come and hunt with him, 
where he generally ſtays a Fort- 
night or three Weeks; during 
which, Madam and her Gallant 
have a Round of uninterrupted 
Pleaſures : But I hear Cavaker's 
Family, who are with Reaſon a- 
fraid that this young giddy Fellow 
will ruin himſelf, are threatening 
hard, not only to inform the Huſ- 
band of his Wife's Gallantry, but 
likewiſe to apply to Court, in caſe 
dt, E——e puts not a Stop to it, 
to get the Lover confined at Sr. 
Lazarus, and the Lady in a Con- 


vent; ſo that I imagine, added 


G {he 
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the ſmiling, and looking at the 
Count, you will ſoon have her all 
to yourſelf ; becauſe I certainly 
know that Cavalier has had In- 
tereſt enough with her, to get the 
Chevalier de B—n, and Monſieur de 
G = diſcarded, and his own Turn 
will come next, if his Mother, who 
is a fort of a devout Lady, has In- 
tereſt enough, with the Aſſiſtance 
of the Curate of St. Sulpice, and 
half a ſcore of very pious Monks, 
to get her Son lodged in that Pur- 

ory of Rakes and Libertines. 
J aſſure you, ſaid the Count, that l 
am not at all diſpoſed to make a 
Monopoly of that Lady, ſo tar from 
it, that I am reſolved to have no 
farther Commerce with her upon 
the Footing of Gallantry; for tho 
it muſt be allowed, that ſhe is 


lovely as to her Perſon, yet ſhe has 
neither 
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neither Delicacy, norſuch Senfation 
as is neceſſary to raiſe a Lover's Ar- 
dour : The Pleaſures of the Table 
are Enjoyments which ſhe prefers 
to all other Senſualities, and ſhe's 
quite a Stranger to thoſe Raptures 
which make ſome of her Sex fo 

ceable to ours; ſo that, in the 
Arms of a fond Lover, ſhe's as 
lifeleſs as a Statue. A Woman 
with leſs Beauty and ſtronger Paſ- 
ſions, hits my Taſte better than 
the charming, but icy /. E=—e, 
who in my Opinion, 1s neither 
capable of Love nor Hatred; 
ſhe's a ſort of Marble Madona, as 
perfect in Shape, Features, and in 
the whole Symmetry of her lovely 
Perſon, as that Maſter-piece of 
Art at Rome, which inflamed a paſ- 
ſionate Spaniſh Don to ſuch a Pitch, 
that he remained whole Nights in 
62 the 


| 
1 
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the Church, claſping the cold in- 
animated Object of his Deſires in 
his fond Arms; but having un- 
fortunately, in one of his rapturous 
Embraces, broke one of the Ma- 
dona's big Toes, that unlucky Ac- 
cident was the Occaſion of a Dil- 
covery, Two Men were ordered 
to conceal themſelves inthe Church, 
and to watch Night and Day if any 
human Creature or other Animal 
approached the Holy Statue ; and 
the very firſt Night they diſco- 
vered the ſacrilegious Lover, of 
which they made Report, and the 
poor infatuated Spaniard, ſome 
Nights thereafter, was ſurrounded, 
Juſt as he was getting upon the 
Pedeſtal, by half a dozen Skirris, 
who dragged him to the Priſon of 
the Inquiſition ; and as his Crime 
was of the moſt attrocious and 
enormous 
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enormous kind, that a Man could 
poſſibly be guilty of, he was 
condemned to the moſt cruel 
Death that could be deviled * 
This Story I was told by one who 
happened to be in Rome at the 
Time, and aſſured me that it was 
Fact: But d propos, Monbrun, ad- 
ded he, I have forgot all this time 
to ſhew you Miſs P -e's Billet, 
which he then put into my Hand, 
and it contained what follows. 


cc O morrow, at Ten, I ſhall 
$6 goto the Houſe of Prayer, 
and at Eleven to the Bearer's 
«© Manſions of Pleaſure, where 
there's neither Bells to ring, 
Mothers to interrupt, nor Bones 
to be ſqueezed ; but where I 
* dread and yet wiſh to ſee my 
lovely Enemy.” Adieu. 
G 3 To 


cc 
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To judge of this Lady by her 
Letters, ſaid I, one would think 
that ſhe's of an amorous Conſtitu- 
tion, and that ſhe wants nothing 
but favourable Opportunities to 
gratiſy her Deſires ; and yet I have 
{till Doubts about her Sincerity ; 
tho? at the ſame time, I can ſcarce 
allow myſelf to think that ſhe 
would have conſented to come to 
Mrs. D Ps, if ſhe were not 
really diſpoſed to make you happy : 
Why truly, ſaid the Count, I'm of 
the ſame Opinion, and ſuppoſe her 
to be as much upon the Jilting 
Lay, as the renown'd Mils b 
who has made ſome Fools ſpend 
their Eſtates without gaining their 
Ends. I cannot ſee what Stratagem 
ſhe can poſſibly invent to diſap- 
point me; if I have her but once 

under 
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under the Roof of my good Friend 
here. Tis my Opinion, ſaid ſhe, 
ſmiling, that ſhe longs to be there 
as much as you; and will, if Iam 
not very much miſtaken, meet you 
with equal Ardour and Courage. 
cannot help owning, anſwer'd I, 
that the © ount's pes ſeem to be 
built upon a reaſonable Founda- 
tion, and that he has ten to one 
odds on his Side, and yet I am 
doubtful that this Afſignation, will 
ſome how or other, be no more 
ſucceſsful than the two former : 
Thou art the ſtrangeſt Fellow in 
the World, cry'd he, always full of 
Diffidence and oubts, and much 
readier to make a Man uneaſy by 
thy imaginary Fears, than to flatter 
his Hopes with Succeſs; but all 
thy gloomy Apprchenſions fhall 
not darken the delightful Proſpect 


64 of 
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of the happy Scene of Pleaſure 
which lyes before me. I wiſh, ſaid 
1, that my Fears may be groundleſs; 
and as Repoſe is neceſſary for To- 
morrow's arduous Taſk, in which 
your Bonour 1s ſo deeply en- 
gaged, I will now wiſh you good 
Night and good Succeſs ; and J 
believe Mrs. D , who is no 
Stranger to the Nature of your 
hazardous and difficult Enterprize, 
will follow my Example. Ay, ay, 
ſaid ſhe, let him enjoy a good 
Night's Reſt, that he may be the 
better prepared. The Count or- 
dered his Chariot to conduct Mrs. 
D——7 and me to our different 
Habitations ; ſo away went we, 
and left him in high Spirits, upon 
the Proſpect of his Happineſs 
next Day. 


I was 


Vas 
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was ſcarce got out of Bed 
when the Count's Valet de Cham- 
bre came and told me, that his 
Maſter begg'd I would come to 
his Houſe upon an Affair of Con- 


ſequence. 


I told the Servant that 


I would wait upon him the Mo- 
ment I was dreſs'd. I had twenty 
different Conjectures, upon this 
Meſſage, and was almoſt perſua- 
ded that ſomething with Regard 
to his Intrigue with Mademoiſelle 
had happened, about which he 


wanted to conſult me; and ſo far 


I was not miſtaken ; 


but little 


dreamed that I was pitched upon 
by him to be an Actor 1n the a- 


morous Scene. 


Upon my com- 


ing into his Apartment, ſee, my 
Friend, ſaid he, giving me a Let- 
ter, what a whimſical Devil I have 


G5 
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to do with; and when you have 
read this letter, let me know if 
you'll be one of three Comba- 


rants, that are to engage with three 
briſk Enemies in the Field of Ve- 


nus, at 5 O'Clock this Afternoon? 


I made no Anſwer, but read the 
Letter, which was from Mis 
2 re, and contained what 
follows. 


To Count S Ax k. 


6 OU know, Sir, it has 
4 been of Old, and ſtill 
continues to be a Practice among 
% your fighting Folks, that in the 
„ Caſe of a Duel, the Parties, 
*« witha View to give their Friends 
* an Opportunity of ſignalizing 
<< their Bravery, invite one or two, 
„ and ſometimes more, as Se- 
„ conds ; who, without any Cher: 
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rel, to imitate the Example of 
their Principals, fight as they 
do. As 1 look upon your 
Affair and mine to be a fort of 
a Duel not ſo bloody, nor ſo 
dangerous, indeed, as where 
nothing but Death can ſatisfy 
the Combatants ; yet as you 
are a terrible Man, and have a 
terrible unbending Weapon, and 
as the Fortune of War is du- 
bious, I ſhall bring a Couple of 
Female Friends along with me, 
on whoſe Courage I can depend 
as well as my own; and 1 de- 
fire you may bring the ſame 
Number of Males along with 
you, on whoſe Bravery you can 
rely. But to be ſerious, we 
Women, are now-a-days in the 
Practice of you Men; that's to 


ſay, we diſcloſe, without re- 
G 6 © ſexve, 
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ſerve, the whole Secrets of our 
Hearts to our moſt intimate 
Friends. And as yeſternight 
I had Occaſion to ſee two of my 
Comrades, I could not, without 
an unpardonable Breach of 
Friendſhip, and a ſolemn Agree- 
ment ſworn to by us, conccal 
any Part of your Amour and 
mine, and our Appointment 
this Day at Eleven. Upon 
which they both generouſly of- 
fer*d themſelves as Seconds, de- 
{firing me to acquaint you that 
J was to be ſo accompanied; 
and that you might bring two 
Cavaliers with you, to whom 
you may promiſe, upon my 
Word, as warm a Reception as 
I intend to give you ; but as 
my Friends cannot come to the 
Field of Battle till Five in the 

Alter- 
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« Afternoon, you muſt have 
e Patience till then; in the mean 
« Time, let me know your Opi- 
% nion of my Propoſal; and if 
« you have any Acquaintances fit 
eto enter the Liſts with the two 
« Heroines that are to accompany 
me. 
And youll oblige, &c. 
M. F. 


Well, ſaid he, What do you 
think of this whimſical Propoſal? 
Think, anſwer'd I, What can I 
think, but that the Lady has a 
Mind to have her two Friends re- 

galed as well as herſelf, it two 
ſuch as you can be got, which I'm 
afraid will be no eaſy Matter. As 
for the Actors, ſaid he, there's no 
great Difficulty, of finding ſuch 
as are duly qualified ; for Inſtance, 
Who 
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who can deny but the Cavalier 
now before me has given Proofs 
of his Bravery and Heroiſm in the 
Field of Venus, and the Marquis 
dg'O-——1 will, 1 da e ſay, be ex- 
tremely fond to make one in this 
Conflict, for you know he's as wil- 
ling a Mortal as any in France. 
As for myſeit, replied I, tho* I am 
perhaps more willing than capable, 
and find that the Proſpect of the 
delicious Entertainment raiſes in 
me Deſires which 1 would gladly 
indulge ; yet an unlucky Affair, 
in which I am engaged this After- 
noon, puts it abſolutely out of my 
Power to attend you as a Second ; 
but I have one in my Eye who 
will act his Part much better than 
] can pretend to do: And as this 
Combat is merely ſenſual, without 
Sentiments or any Attachment 

flowing 
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flowing from Affection or Eſteem, 
his being a Foreigner will be no 
Objection to his being admitted as 
a Combatant, ſince fine Deeds are 
more required than fine Speeches: 
The Cavalier I mean, is Sir Jen 
Whitrong, an Engliſh Gentleman 
whom you have ſeen, and who 
paſſes for a Warrior, whom few 
exceed in Feats of Gallantry ; I 
dare ſay he'll be proud of the 
Honour done him, and if. you 
think proper I will make him a 
Viſit and propoſe the Thing to him. 
With all my Heart, cry'd the 
Count, and give him at the ſame 
Time an Invitation to come and 
dine with me, that we may hold a 
Council of War before we take 
the Field; and while you are gone, 
I will write a Billet to d' l, 
acquainting him that an Affair of 

Honour 
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Honour obliges me to beſpeak his 
Company this Day at Dinner, and 
for the whole Afternoon. 

I left the Count and went to 
Sir John's Lodgings in Dauphiny- 
Street, whom J found at Breakfaſt 
with two Opera Ladies, who look- 
ed upon me, I ſuppoſe, as an of- 
ficious Intruder; however, after I 
had drank a couple of Cups of 
Chocolate, finding that the Ladies 
made no Motion of going, I told 
Sir John, that, with the Pcrmil- 
ſion of the Company, I beg'd to 
ſay one Word to him in his © loſer; 
upon which he got up, and we 
went into the Cloſet, he ſhutting 
the Docr behind him, where I 
briefly told him my Commiſſion. 
He ſmiled and told me, in halt 
French and half Engliſh, that the 

Count did him a great deal ot 
| Honour, 


11s 


[337-1 
Honour, in admitting him to his 
Parties of Pleaſure ; adding, that 
tho' he and one of his Country- 
men had appointed to take a 
ſhort javnt to the Country, with 
the two Girls, in the next Room, 
he would put off his going with 
them upon a Pretence of unexpec- 
ted Buſineſs, if his Friend did not 
chuſe to go with them alone, or 
find a Comrade to ſupply his 
Place; but in all Events, you may 
tell the Count, with my Compli- 
ments, that I will not fail to wait 
upon him : Upon which we re- 
turned to the Ladies, whom I left 
with the Knight, and came back 
to the Count's, where I found 
40 , who imagining that 
his Friend had ſome Quarrel upon 
his Hands, had come along with 


the Valet de Chambre that went for 


him, 
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him, and was in great Raptures of 
Joy, when he knew the Buſineſs, 
diſpatching his Servant to the 
Hotel of the Muſquetaires , ac- 
quainting the Commander that 
a Letter from his Father obliged 
him to go with all Expedition to 
Perſailles, hoping he would excuſe 
his not coming himſelf (having a 
long Paper to copy over) to aſk 
leave, and to receive his Com- 
mands. 

As I am now provided in Se- 
conds, ſaid the Count, I muſt let 
Mademoiſelle know thatTaccept the 
Challenge in the Terms propoſed, 
and ſhall bring two Friends along 
with me, who will, I hope, give her 
Proofs of their Bravery, while ſhe 
and I are engag d; and ſo ſaying he 
went into his Cloſet where he wrote 
what follows, and o! which, accord- 


ing 


cd 
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ing to my laudable Cuſtom I took 
care to write an exact Copy. 


« CNMINCE it is now the Prac- 
* tice, my Charmer, among 
* you Ladies, to be ſo open- 
© hearted with one another, and 
* ſo generous, as to wiſh your 
* Friends may be made as happy 
* as yourſelves ; it would be un- 
** generous in me to appear more 
e ſelfiſh than you, and therefore 
I have made it my Buſineſs to 
* provide two Seconds, Men 
* duly qualified for the Work 
* they are to be employed 
in, and whole Weapons are 
* ſo well temper'd, that they 
* will pierce Boards without 
* bending. I reſolved, *tis true, 
* to have met the Darling of my 


Heart without Attendants, and 
« [I had 
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I had noſmall Pleaſure in think- 
ing I was this Day to be the 
happieſt Man on Earth, but I 
now find that others, under 
the ſame Roof, and at the ſame 
Time, ate to be in their own 
Opinions equally bleſſed. Tis 
the Will of my Sovereign, 
and I muſt obey. I have ſtill 
this Advantageover my Friends, 
that they have no other Incite- 
ments, but the general Propen- 
ſity which Nature has planted 
in our Sex, for the proper Ob- 


jects, whereas my Deſires are 


founded upon a thorough 
Knowledge of your internal as 
well as external Endowments 


and Perfections; conſequently my 


Paſſion ſprings from the Source 
of Eſteem, which cannot be 
their Caſe, ſo am I well aſſured 

6e that 
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that when we come to a cloſe 
Engagement, my Ardour will 
exceed their's, in proportion to 
the ſuperiour Value that I muſt 
neceſſarily have for her, whom 
I ſhall, at 5 o'Clock, I hope, 
this Evening, claſp in my fond 
Arms, and be ſo wrapt up in 
the Extaſy of my own Happi- 
neſs, that I ſhall neither think 
of, nor envy any other's Feli- 
city; Oh! how I hug myſelf 
with the delicious Proſpect ! 
if my Imagination now riſes ſo 
high on the bare Thoughts 
of the yet diſtant Bliſs, into 
what a Maze of enchantin 

Pleaſure ſhall I be abſorbed, 
when I come to taſte the luſci- 
ous Feaſt, to which I am in- 
vited, and for which I long 


with more Impatience than can 


* be 


/ 
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ce be deſcribed! Ah! how ſlowly 
* go the tedious Moments on' 


* but the happy one will come, 


* 


of the happy” 


SAXE. 


The Engliſb Knight was punc- 
tual to his Word, and arrived at 
the Count's as the Clock ſtruck 
One. After Dinner, and Ser- 
vants retired, the Count narrated 
to Sir John the Particulars of his 
Amour with Miſs P rre, 
giving, him her laſt Letter to read, 


which made him laugh heartily. Þ 


Had] known, ſaid he, in his bro- 


which will fully repay what 1 | 
© now ſuffer, and crown the W iſhes | 


5 
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ken French, of this famous Com- 


bate ſooner, I ſhould have pro- 


bably taken care to be better pre- 


pared than I am at preſent; how- Þþ 


ever, 


wly | 


on 


at | 
ſhes | 
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ever, I will do my beſt when we 
come to engage, not to diſho- 
nour my Principal by a bad Be- 


haviour. 


I hope, Gentlemen, ſaid the 
Count, to avoid Diſputes about 
Partners, you'll allow the Ladies 
to name the Perſons with whom 
they are to engage, to which they 
both agreed. 


n About four o' Clock the Three 
Champions ſet out in a Hackney 


Coach, without Servants, their 


Impatience to be at the Field of 
Battle not permitting them to ſtay 
any longer. I wiſhed them all 
Manner of Succeſs, and went to 
take a ſolitary Walk in the Gar- 


dens of Luxemburgh ; wherc after 


Thad taken a few Turns, I was 
accoſted 
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ing-maid to Miſs P 
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accoſted by two Females, who, 
by their Dreſs, ſeemed to be Man- 
tua-makers, Shop-girls, or Wait- 
ing-maids. One of them ſaid, in 
a low Voice; Sir, it I am not 
miſtaken, your Name is Mr. Mon- 
brun, and you are a particular 
Friend of Count Saxe's: You are 
not miſtaken, Madamoiſelle, ſaid 
I; why then, replied ſhe, if you 
will take the trouble to go to yon- 
der Bank, I will acquaint you 
with ſomething that nearly con- 
cerns your Friend the Count, Ac- 
cordingly we went all three to the 
Place ſhe pointed at, and after we 
were ſeated, ſhe thus began. 


I am, ſaid ſhe, at leaſt I was, 
till about two Hours ago, Wait- 
re, 
whom I ſuppoſe you have * 
01, 
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of, and perhaps are informed, if 


you are intimate with the Count, 


of her Intrigue with him, in 
which caſe I can ſhorten my Nar- 
ration. I confeſs, an{wered I, that 
I um not ignorant of their Af- 
fairs: Why then, replied ſhe, you 
know that he was twice diſap- 
pointed at her Father's Houſe; 
that he is to meet her this After- 
noon at Mrs. D——?'s, and two 
other Ladies, to whom he is to 
provide Lovers; but ſuppoſe both 
your Friend and you believe that 
the Diſappointments were the Ef- 
fect of Chance, not Deſign; and 
if you do, you are both very much 
miſtaken. I confeſs, ſaid I, that 
the Rendezvous this Day at 
D——?*s removed, in a great 
Meaſure, our former Sufpicions, 
but I ſhall be mightily obliged to 
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you 
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you if you'll be ſo good as to dif. 


cover what you know. It was with | 


that Deſign, Sir, anſwered ſhe, 


that I uſed the Freedom to ſpeak | 


to you in this publick Place. 


You muſt know then, continu- | 


ed ſhe, that your Friend's Mifſtreſ; 
has a Lover on whom ſhe has be- 
ſtowed her Heart; but as her 
Father is a ſevere and covetou: 
Man, and her Lover not rich, nei- 
ther he nor ſhe dare own their In- 
clinations. When the Count firſt 


her 


! 
| 


made his Addreſſes to her, ſhe im- 


mediately informed her Lover, and 
ſhewed him all the Letters ſhe re-. 
ceived ; and he, much afraid f 
ſuch a dangerous Rival, adviſcd 
her to let her Mother know the | 
Count's * and to regulae 
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ner Behaviour according to her 
Directions; ſo that both the Diſ- 


' appointments he met with were 


intended by the Mother as a Pu- 


niſhment forattempting todebauch 
her Daughter ; and this Day's ren- 


dezvous will put the Count to a 


ſeverer Tryal than when he was 
ſqueezed under the Bed, on which 
I was forced, very much contrary 


to my Inclination, to act a Part 
' ſeemingly very undecent; but Per- 
ſons in my Station mult obey even 


unjuſt Commands, or loſe their 


im- Bread; and had J imagined then, 


that my Stay in that Family would 
have been ſo ſhort, Madam and 
her Daughter ſhould have acted 
themſelves, or found ſome other to 


perform what I was forced to do, 


and which, no doubt, made the 
Count look upon me as an aban- 
H 2 doned 
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doned Wretch, while I was oh 0 
ſo in Appearance; but I beg Par. 1 
don for dwelling ſo hw upon} 
what regards myſelf. The Count 
believing, no doubt, that this ſe- 
cond Diſappointment was the Ef. 
fect of Chance, continued to write 
Letters to his Miſtreſs, to which it 
was reſolved no Anſwers ſhould} 
be given till a proper Scheme was * 
concerted ; and after many Con 
ſultations, to all which I had the 
Honour to be admitted, it was re- 
{ſolved that the Farce, which I be- 
lieve is by this Time begun, ſhould þ 
be acted. 


You are not ignorant, Sir, IJ 
preſume, of what is currently Wt 
talked in Town, with regard to 
the warm Sentiments with which 
our old Cardinal's Breaſt is 1 
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ed by the Charms of the two re- 


nowned Princeſſes, and with what 
Equality they ſhare his Eminence's 
Heart, without the leaſt Jealouly 
tor Envy; and I believe you are 
better acquainted than I, or moſt 
People in Paris, how much Count 
| Saxe is in the good Graces of the 
ſame Ladies, who vie with one 
another in promoting his Intereſt 
gat Court, and have, in a Manner, 
forced the Cardinal, tho? he hear- 


© tily hates him, to eſpouſe his In- 


tereſt, in Oppoſition to his nume- 
rous and powerful Enemies. What 


a ſtrange thing muſt Love and the 
Power of Charms be! ſince they 
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can force even a Prieſt, rather than 


be deprived of the little inſigniũ- 
cant Pleaſures which he's now in a 
Condition to enjoy, not only to 
{mother his jealous and vindictive 

13 Di- 
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Diſpoſition, (which in all other 
Caſes is fo remarkable) but like- 
wile to exert himſelf in Favour of 
a beloved Rival: Theſe are ſome 
of Cupid's wonderful and miracu- 
ious Operations which are not to 
be accounted for, far leſs can it be 
conceived how two Princeſſes, 
beautiful to Admiration, and of 
warm Conſtitutions, ſhould with- 
out the leaſt Jealouſy or Envy, 
ſhare a Heart contrary to the Prac- 
tice of our Sex; and certainly what 
is renorted of their common 
Lover the Count your Friend, 
nut be true, viz. That he makes 
his Court to the Ladies with fo 
£aft an Kouality, that when they 
compare Notes, it's impoſſible to 
determine any apparent Difference 
or Preference; ſo that they are both 

perfectly 


[ 251 } 
perfectly content and equally ad- 
mire the wonderful Man. 


You know, continued ſhe, that 
when your Friend was galloped on 
by the Valet de Chambre and me, 
under Miſs's Bed, ſhe was ſinging 
to the old Cardinal, to whom the 
Mother, knowing his Hatred tothe 
Count, related every Circumſtance 
of his Attempts to debauch her 
Daughter, not forgetting his Pu- 
niſhment at that very Moment, 


which made the Cardinal laugh _ 


very heartily, Your Eminence 
perhaps knows, continued ſhe, 
what ſcandalous Doings are report- 
ed of the Princeſſes C 1 and 
C a with this Stranger, 
and could any Scheme be contriv- 
ed to convince them of his Infide- 
ity, your Eminence would be Jeſs 
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Diſpoſition, (which in all other 
Caſes is fo remarkable) but like- 
wile to exert himſelf in Favour of 
a beloved Rival: Theſe are ſome 
of Cupid's wonderful and miracu- 
ious Operations which are not to 
be accounted for, far leſs can it be 
conceived how two Princeſſes, 
beautiful to Admiration, and of 
warm Conſtitutions, ſhould with- 
out the leaſt Jealouſy or Envy, 


Hart a Heart contrary to the Prac- 


tice of our Sex; and certainly what 
is reported of their common 
Lover the Count your Friend, 
nuſt be true, viz. That he makes 
his Court to the Ladies with ſo 
exact an quality, that when they 
compare Notes, it's impoſſible to 
determing any apparent Difference 


or Preference; ſo that they are both 


perfectly 
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perfectly content and equally ad- 
mire the wonderful Man. 


You know, continued ſhe, that 
when your Friend was galloped on 
by the Valet de Chambre and me, 
under Miſs's Bed, ſhe was ſinging 
to the old Cardinal, to whom the 
Mother, knowing his Hatred tothe 
Count, related every Circumſtance 
of his Attempts to debauch her 
Daughter, not forgetting his Pu- 
niſhment at that very Moment, 


which made the Cardinal laugh h 


very heartily, Your Eminence 
perhaps knows, continued ſhe, 
what ſcandalous Doings are report- 
ed of the Princeſſes C z and 


C———z with this Stranger, 
and could any Scheme be contriv- 
ec to convince them of his Infide- 
Iity, your Eminence would be leſs 
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tormented with their Sollicitations | 


in his Favour, and our Family re- 
venged of the Diſhonour he intends 


to do us. I think your Injury, 


replied the Cardinal, is very pro- 
voking, and juſtifies Revenge, 


and if I can ſerve you command 
me. You can, ſaid ſhe, effectually, 

by giving me only a Line or two | 
by way of Introduction to the 


Princeſs of —i; whom I have 


not the Honour to know, ac- | 


quainting her that the Bearer has 
ſomething of Conſequence to 
communicate to her. I approve 
of your Project, anſwered he, with 
reſpect to the Princeſs, but don't 
think proper to appear in the At- 
fair; however, 1 ſhall think of a 
proper Perſon to introduce you, 
without her ſuſpecting I have any 
Knowledge of the Matter, * 
or 
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ons 
re- 
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1 


for ſome Reaſons I think neceſſa- 
ry; but as the Perſon whom I 
have now in my Eye is out of 
* Town to Day, To-morrow Morn- 
ing early he ſhall be with you, 
whom I will let into the Secret, ſo 
* that you have nothing to do but 
to go along with him, and by his 
Means procure an Audience of the 
* Princeſs, begging only ſhe would 
be fo good as to protect your 
Daughter againſt the Count, bent 
upon her Ruin, and that to cone 
* vince her Highneſs that there was 
no Impoſition on her Part, ſhe 
! might herſelf be an Eye Witneſs if 
he pleaſed, in the Manner ſhe 

would have the Honour to propoſe, 
if ſhe would be ſo good as to grant 


her Requeſt, and in ſo ſaying the 


Cardinal took his Leave. 
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You'll perhaps be ſurprized, 
Sir, how ] came to know their 
Converſation, but Miſs, when ſhe 
came to her own Apartment, told 
me every Word of it, and was 
highly pleaſed when ſhe heard how 
the Count had been handled, and 
that he was retired no doubt with 
aking Bones. 


Next Morning about eight, the 
Count de M- -# came to 
conduct Mrs, P rre to the 
Hotel of Conti, where they went 
together about Ten in his Coach); 
and no ſooner was Word brought 


ro the Princeſs that he and a Lady | 


defired an Audience, than they 
were admitted. Madam, faid the 


Count upon entering, as this Lady | 


has ſomething to communicate to 
| your 


' in ſo ſayin 
the Public 


NR , , 
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your Highneſs in private, I have 
preſumed to introduce her ; and 
he retired to one of 
Rooms, to wait till 
the Conference was over. 


Mrs. P rre, after briefly 
relating what had paſſed between 
the Count and her Daughter, pul- 
led out his laſt Letter, which ſhe 
put into the Princeſs's Hands; 
who after having read it, told her 
ſmiling, I find, faid ſhe, that the 
Count is in high Spirits, upon the 
Proſpect of being happy this 
Day with your Daughter ; bur if 
ſhe goes to that D—+?'s Houſe 
with two others, as ſhe propoſes, 
who can prevent her and her 
Friends complying, either volun- 
tarily or by Force, with the De- 
tires of Men who will attempt any 

H 6 Thing 
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Thing rather than be baulked ? 
Madam, anſwered ſhe, I have 
thought on an infallible Way of 
keeping the Count and his Friends 
within due Bounds, but I dare 
ſcarce venture to propoſe it ; by 
all Means let me know your 
Scheme, ſaid the Princeſs, and if I 
can aſſiſt youin it, to be ſure 1 
will; then Madam, replied ſhe, 
you yourſelf, with ſome other La- 
dy of your Acquaintance, muſt do 
my Daughter the Honour to ac- 
company her. I know the Count's 
Reſpe& for your Highneſs, will 
not only preſerve my Daughter, 
but make him relinquiſh all De- 
ſigns upon her Honour for the 
future: And l beg, throwing her- 
ſelt at the Princeſs's Knees, that 
your Highneſs will condeſcend to 
grant my humble Requeſt ; not 


upon 


LISF-1 
upon my own, or my Family's 
Account, but rather tor the Sake 
of Virtue, for which your High- 
neſs is ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed. 


The Princeſs was ſilent for a 
Minute or two, and ſo thought- 
ful that ſhe did think of deſiring 
Mrs. P re to change 
her humble Poſture; but at laſt 
awaking as it were out of a Dream, 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, taking her by 
the Hand to raiſe her up, the Sin- 
gularity of the Affair you have 
communicated to me, and particu- 
larly your Propoſal, made me ſo 
uncivil as to let you remain, much 
longer than I ought to have done, 
in this unbecoming Poſture; and 
I have no other Way to obtain your 
Pardon ſo effectually, as by telling 
you that after a little Reflection, I 


am 
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am determined to go with your 
Daughter, and another Friend of 
mine, to ſee what this terrible 
Count and his Seconds have to 
ſay; and I am apt to think my 
Prefence will not only cool their 
Courage, and keep them within 
the Bounds of Reſpectat D t's, 
but likewiſe prevent his plaguing 
your Daughter any more with his 
Amours: You may therefore 
come here with her this Afternoon 
at 4 O'Clock, and I ſhall be ready 
to go with you in a Hackney 
Coach, Incog. to the Place ap- 
pointed, and you may judge your- 
ſelf, added ſhe, how much the 
Count will be confounded when 
he ſees in the Princeſs of Cz, and 
very probably the Princeſs of 
02, (if ſhe is not otherwiſe 


engaged) 
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engaged) Miſs P -e's two 
Seconds. A little after her Mo- 
ther's Return, who recounted, in 
my Preſence, what I have now 
had the Honour to repeat to you, 
a little Quarrel enſued between the 
Lady and me, upon my Remarks 
on their Project. One Word 
brought on another, and the Diſ- 
pute at laſt roſe to ſuch a Height, 
that Mrs. P re fell a beating 
me, and 1 left the Houſe with a 
full Reſolution never to ſet Foot 
within her Doors any more; and I 
muft confeſs that this Treatment 
and your Preſence, when I was full 
with Reſentment, tempted me by 
Way of Revenge, to accoſt you in 
the free, and indeed impudent 
Manner I did, which ] hope you'll 
excuſe ; and ſo getting up from 
the Scat, ſhe and her Friend left 

me 
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me ſo ſurprized and confounded 
with what I had heard, that J let 
them go without ſo much as 
thanking my Informer, 


What will be the Event, thought 
I within myſelf, of this odd Ad- 
venture ? Will not the two Prin- 
ceſſes abandon the Count ? who 
muſt, in that Caſe, loſe his Credit 
at Court, and all his flattering 
Hopes of commanding the Army. 
The Cardinal, no longer kept in 
Awe by the Dread of offending 
the Princeſſes, who ſtoop to grati- 
fy his languid Deſires in the Man- 
ner he propoſes, will he not join 
with his Enemies, and as the King 
is entirely govern'd by him, 1s not 
his Diſgrace certain, and muſt he 


not leave this Kingdom! ? Theſe 
Re- 
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Reflections and a great many more, 
made me ſo thoughtful and ſo un- 
mindful of the Company, that I 
found myſelf almoſt alone in the 
Garden, and Night coming on be- 
fore I was aware, into ſuch a Re- 
verie had I been plunged by this 
dilagreeable News, I began, as it 
were, to open my Eyes, and re- 
ſolved to go and fee how Things 
paſt at the Count's, where I ex- 
pected to ſee our Adventurers 
very melancholy and deected 
but to my great Surprize I waited 
three Hours at his Houſe without 
ſeeing him or any of his Seconds; 
upon which a thouſand different 
Thoughts came into my Head, 
and, among others I ſometimes 
imagined that Matters had been 
made up, and a general Battle 
tought; however as there was no 


Ap- 
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Appearance of the Count's coming 
Home to Supper, I retired to my 
Lodging very impatient, indeed, to 
know the Event of this Adventure. 


Next Day I went to the Count's 
who was ſtill in Bed, but the Ser- 
vant having told him that I was in 
the Houſe, he ordered him to con- 


duct me to his Bedchamber. 


Pm not ſurprized, Sir, ſaid I 
upon my coming in, to find you 
ſo late in Bed this Morning, con- 
fidering how much you mult have 
been tatigued with the Toil of 
Yeſterday, which I ſuppoſe was 
not over till pretty early this 
Morning; for which Reaſon I 
ſhould no doubt beg Pardon for 
my Intruſion, and ſhould not have 
been guilty of it, but for the Impa- 

tience 
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tience J was under to give you 
Joy, and to know if you and your 
Seconds had left the Field of Bat- 
tle with Honour. 


You will ſcarce believe, cry'd 
he, the ſtrange Story that I have 
to relate to you, nor can you con- 
ceive into what a Scrape the curſed 
Girl and her Mother had like to 
have brought me, had not Fortune 
and Impudence ſupported me, 
when I thought myſelf loſt and un- 
done : For who do you think were 
Miſs P-- —--72's Seconds? 
Two Princeſſes, anſwered I laugh- 
ing. By what Means do you 
know this, ſaid he, very much ſur- 
priſed ? By a Perſon, replied I, 
whom I met accidentally, and 
who is perfectly informed of all 
the Plots that have been carried on 

by 


375 N. _ 


[ 164 ] 

the Mother and the Daughter ; I 
then related my Converſation with 
the Maid, Word for Word, adding 
that by what I had told him, he 
could ſee that the Scene at D-—?'s 
was the only Part of the whole In- 
trigue that I was ignorant of. 
Well, ſaid he, that you may be as 
well informed of that Part, as of 
the reſt, ſhall be my preſent Bu- 
ſineſs. 


You muſt know then that a- 
bout half an Hour after we were 
got to D t's, three maſked 
Ladies came into the Room where 
we were ſitting, introduced by 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe. The 
firſt Favour we aſked, was to beg 
they would unmaſk ; which Miſs 
P re did directly, with- 
out Ceremony ; upon which I 
ſtarted 
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ſtarted up and got her in my 
Arms, but ſhe broke looſe, telling 
me ſhe could not in Honour allow 
of any Familiarities, till her 
Friends and mine were ready to 
keep Pace with us, and the Signal 
given for the general Attack, 
which cannot be done, added ſhe, 
till ſome Things are ſettled by way 
of Preliminaries. In the firſt Place, 
continued ſhe, my Seconds have 
reſolved that yours ſhall determine, 
by Lots, with whom they ſhall 
engage, before they take off their 
Maſks, to prevent Diſputes that 
might otherwiſe ariſe ; and in the 
next Place, Lots muſt be likewiſe 
drawn to determine whether the 
Battle is to be fought two and two 
by Turns, or it both Sides are to 
fall on in the ſame or on different 
Spots of Ground? 

Tho? 
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Tho' my Seconds, ſaid I, might 
with Juſtice inſiſt on ſeeing the 
Perſons Faces with whom they 
are to meaſure their Weapons, yet 
as I know their Courage, and 
Eagerneſs to give Proofs of it, I'm 
hopeful they will conſent to let 
chance determine with whom they 
are to encounter, and even refer 
the Choice to your Friends. And 
as for the laſt Part of your Propo- 
ſal, tis equal to me whether we all 
fall on at the ſame time, or two 
and two alternately ; tho” I think, 
Miſs, as you and I are the Occa- 
ſion of our Friends coming here, 
we ought to lead up the Dance. 
I find, ſaid the Princeſs of C—i, 
riſing up and taking off her Maſk, 
that I and my Friend here, the 

Prin- 


( 167 ] 


Princeſs C—3, (who unmaſk'd ay 
the ſame time) muſt end this Diſ- 
pute, and endeavour to prevent 
the dreadful Conſequences that 
muſt attend ſuch unlawful Engage- 
ments in the Eyes of God and 
Man; and now Count, ſaid ſhe, 
(turning and giving me a terrible 
Look) it is to you, as the only 
Author and Promoter of this un- 
chriſtian and diſhonourable Pro- 
Je, that I muſt direct my Diſ- 
courſe; and I am hopeful, by the 
Confuſion I already obſerve in your 
Countenance, that you will look 
upon me and this Princeſs as your 
beſt Friends, by our being the 
Means of preventing your com- 
mitting a baſe and unworthy Ac- 
tion. I am fully informed, con- 
tinued ſhe, of all the Steps you 
have taken to gain Miſs P——e's 

Heart, 
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Heart, and to add her to the 


Number of your Conqueſts ; but 
inſtead of yielding, or being de- 
ceived by your Proteſtations, ſhe 
has not only revenged her own 
Affronts, but likewiſe undeceived 
this Princeſs and me, who were 
greatly miſtaken in your Character. 
The poor Creature, Madam, ſaid 
the Princeſs C an, looks ſo 
diſconſolate, that I really begin to 
pity him; and could wiſh that 
you would have a little Compaſ- 
ſion on the dejected Criminal, o- 
therwiſe you'll reduce him to a 
worſe State than when he was 
ſo ſorely ſqueez'd under Miſs 
P re's Bed. 


I muſt own, that I believe I 


really look'd filly upon ſeeing 
the two Perſons in the World, 
whom 


5 
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whom I the leaſt deſired to ſee in 
ſuch a Place, and upon ſuch an 
Occaſion; but their toſſing me 
from one to the other in ſo unmer- 
ciful a Manner, rouſed me from 
my Dejection, and I reſolved, let 
the Conſequence be what it would, 
to ſtop their Mouths, and to pro- 
poſe, without Ceremony, that 
ſince Treachery upon all Sides had 
brought us to a Place conſecrated. 
to Venus; the only Attonement 
that could be made, was to offer 
up a voluntary Sacrifice of our 
Perſons to that Goddeſs, in the 
Way that ſhe has preſcribed, 


Ladies, ſaid I, in a very ſo- 
lemn manner, addreſſing my Diſ- 
courſe to the two Princeſſes; ſince 
you have been both ſo good as to 
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honour me, for ſome time paſt, 
with ſo particular a Regard, that 
my Happineſs has been much en- 
vied by Men eminent in Church 
and State; all my Thoughts, all 
my Wiſhes, ought, no doubt, to 
center in you. An Action, in it- 
ſelf, is neither good nor bad, but 
as it is directed by the Intention; 
and if this has its Source in the 
laudable Motives of raiſing the 
Value of what we admire, what's 
offenſive or ſhocking in the Acti- 
on, ought rather to be meritorious 
in the Eyes of thoſe upon whoſe 
Account it is done, tho' it may 
appear criminal to others, and 
may be juſtly condemned by them 
as ſuch. I ſhall, Madam, faid I, 
addreſſing myſelt to the Princeſs 


of C——7, prove the Truth to 


you 
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you beyond Diſpute To-morrow 
Morning, at Eight, if you'll give 
me Leave to wait on you; and to 
you, Madam, turning to the 
Princeſs of C u, at Ten. As 
tor this young Lady, making a 
low Bow to Miſs P—————ze, 
if Diſingenuity be a Crime, ſhe is 
rather guiltier than I ; for the Sin- 
cerity of my Intention to perform 
what I had undertaken, cannor, 
I think, be diſputed, and *tis but 
too evident now, that ſhe never 
had the leaſt Intention of perform- 
ing her reiterated Promiſes : If 
ſhe imagines that to puniſh my 
Attempt upon her Virtue, ſhe 
was authoriſed to deceive me, 
ſhe has acted a much more diſ- 
honourable Part than what I am 
guilty of, becauſe my Words and 

I 2 Thougits 
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Thoughts agreed ; whereas her 
Tongue and Pen gave the Lye to 
her real Sentiments; and I don't 
know but that the Triumph of her 
Virtue would have been far more 
glorious, had ſhe at firſt flatly re- 
jected my Addreſſes, than to give 
me Encouragement with a firm 
Reſolution to impoſe upon my 
Credulity : In ſhort, every Thing 
conſider'd, if I can forgive her 
Treachery, ſhe ought to pardon 
th: Attempts I made to conquer 
her Heart, even tho' I ſhould agree 
with her that they were ſo many 
Snares laid to her Virtue, 


I expected a Reply from the 
young Lady, whoſe Colour un- 
derwent ſeveral Alterations while I 
was ſpeaking ; but Sir John, who 

ſeemed 
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ſeemed to be captivated with the 
Charms ol the Frincels -, 
came bruſhing up to her, and 
taking her familiarly by the Hand, 
told her in his comical Baragouin, 
or Pedlers French, that as he look- 
ed upon her to be a Lady who 
had given Proofs of a tender and 
compaſſionate Diſpoſition, in the 
Count's Caſe, he did not doubt 
but that ſhe would be equally diſ- 
poſed to pity the Misfortunes of 
others, particularly when they can- 
not be charged with any Crime 
that may have deſerved them. I 
ſhall not pretend, added he, to 
enter into the Diſpute between 
that Lady, loaking at Miſs 
P ——#e, and the Count, 
nearer Concerns, I muſt own, uſt 
now take up my Thoughts : A 

1-3 Punc- 
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Punctillio of Honour or of Gal- 
lantry, which you pleaſe, brought 
me here, where I expected to act 
my Part in a Scene of Pleaſure; but 
how terribly am I diſappointed, 
unleſs the Author of my Diſtreſs, 
be ordered by you Madam, as 
the Judge to whom I make my 
Complaint, to make Reparation 
of the Injury done me, on the 
eaſy and friendly Terms that I 
would propoſe. Since you are 
pleaſed, Sir, anſwered ſhe, to con- 
ſtitute me your Judge, a Poſt 
which 1 confeſs, I am not very 
fond of, however, I will accept of 
it for once; but before I paſs Sen- 
tence, I muſt hear both Parties. 
You are in the preſent Caſe, Ma- 
dam, replied he, with Looks that 


plainly beſpoke the Situation of 
his 


(17S. 
his Heart, both Judge and Party, 
and—— No more cry'd ſhe, inter- 
rupting him, however unjuſt your 
Charge may be, as I am the Perſon 
attacked, I cannot pronounce Sen- 
tenceas a judge; ſo turning to the 
Princeſs of Ci, Madam, ſaid ſhe 
I ſhould be glad to have your 
Opinion of the Count and Mails 
Po_— Affair; mine is, 
that as there are Faults on bothSides, 
I would have them mutually to 
forgive one another, and in order 
to cement this Reconciliation, let 
me beg of your Highneſs and this 
Company to accept of a familiar 
Supper at my Houſe ; to which 
the Princeſs of C—i agreeed, pro- 
poſing that when we were at the 
Hotel of C—z, Miſs P re's 
Mother ſhould be ſent for; fo 


I 4 away 
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away went the Ladies in their 
Hackney which had broughr 
them; and about a Quarter of an 
Hour after we left D——?'s, I 
curſing, the Knight fighing, 
40 laughing, and D / 
crying, who would by no means 
accept of five Louis which I lipt 
into her Hand, as we were com- 
ing out, telling me that ſhe did 
not expect I would affront her ſo, 
conſidering the Diſappointments 


of the Day, and ſo forced me to 
take them back. 


It would be an endleſs Work to 
repeat all the agreeable and merry 
Things that were ſaid upon the 
Subject of Miſs P———re's and 
my Amour, and I was very glad 
to find that the two Princeſſes did 

nothing 
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nothing but laugh at it, aſſuring 
me that I muſt not imagine their 
excuſing themſelves from recetv - 
ing this Morning my Viſits which 
I had propoſed at D t's 
publickly, and afterwards private- 
ly, to any Reſentment upon what 
had happened, but becauſe they 
were to go early to Verſailles to- 
gether, which had been agreed 
upon the Day before. 


I am glad, faid I, that you have 
come fo well off, which I really 
did not expect, when I heard how 
the Caſe ſtood, but don't you think, 
added I, that the Cardinal (who 
had conceived great Hopes of 
bringing you in Diſgrace with the 
two Princeſſes, whole Protection 
only prevents his joining openly 
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with your Enemies) will be fo 
piqued to find that the Aﬀair has 
taken a quite different Turn from 
what he expected, that he will 
cauſe ſome of his Creatures to in- 
form the Princeſs of C—7's Son, 
and the Princeſs of C #'s Huſ- 
band, that the two Ladies are now 
become ſo bare facedly ſcandalous, 
as to give Rendezvouzes to their 
Gallants at a notorious Bawdy- 
houſe, and order Things ſo that 
the Son and the Huſband will ap- 
ply to him to ſpeak to the King 
with ſuch Aggravations, as will no 
doubt offend his Majeſty. I am 
no Stranger, anſwered he, to the 
Cardinal's Credit with our Maſter, 
nor am I ignorant that he not on- 
ly hates me, but likewiſe that he 
will loſe no Opportunity of ren- 


dering 
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dering me bad Offices with the 
King ; but two Reaſons Jay him 
under a Neceſſity of acting with 
reſpect to me as a Friend, at the 
ſame Time that nothing would 
give him greater Plcaſure than to 
ſee me in the Baſtile or hanged, 


.not ſo much upon the Account of 


the ewo Princeſſes, as my being, to 
his great Griet, let into the Se- 
cret of his villainous Scheme of 
making a Breach between the 
King and Queen, of which the 
real Cauſe is known but to a very 
tew Perſons ; and it was by the 
greateſt Accident in the World 
that I happened to come at the 
Knowledge of this hellifh J ranſ- 
action; which, to give you a 
ſignal Proof, continued he, of my 
Confidence in your Diſcretion and 

I 6 Secrecy, 
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Secrecy, I will impart to you, upon 
your Word of Honour that you 
will not divulge the Story ' till 
after my Death, or that you have 
my Permiſſion. That I ſolemnly 
promiſe you upon my Honour, 
anſwer'd I, if you can rely upon 
that Aſſurance. 


Well then, ſaid he, you muſt 
know that after a thouſand fruit- 
leſs Attempts and Contrivances by 
the Cardinal and his two Agents 
the Dukes of R u and 
E n to debauch the King, 
and make him indifferent, or, 
rather, diſguſt him with the 


Queen, which they thought the 
enly effectual Way to make him 
give into Gallantry, and conſe- 
quently to abandon the Reins of 
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Government intirely to the Car- 
dinal, into whoſe Management 
he was beginning to inſpect a lit- 
tle too cloſely, and to curtail his 
Power daily more and more. A 
Search was made all over France for 
the moſt beautiful Women; and 
ſome were even brought from 
Germany and England, and Preten- 
cesalways found tor their being pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty with Petitions, 
and moſtly when he was at Meu- 
don with ſome of his Favourites, 
where Royalty was laid aſide, and 
where his Majeſty uſually drank a 
chearful Glaſs. Among other 
Beauties that had been preſented, 
there was one a German by Birth, 
Daughter to an Engineer in the 
King's Service, a young Lady of 

tuch 
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ſuch extraordinary Charms, that 
it was thought impoſſible he could 
guard his Heart againſt this ange- 
lical Creature, who was introduced 
with a Petition for an Augmen- 
tation of Salary to her Father bur- 
dened with a Family of thirteen 
Children. The King ordered the 
Duke of Richlieu to read the Pe- 
tition, and after he had heard the 
Contents, he call'd for Pen and 
Ink and wrote at the Foot of the 
Paper. 


It is Our Will that the Suppliant 
bade a hundred Piſioles yearly added 
to bis former Penſion. 

Signed, 


ECOIFIS 
And 
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And in delivering back the 


Paper to the young Lady, he 
told her very gallantly : 


A Favour, Mademoiſelle, aſked by 
one of your Merit is not eaſily re- 
fu ed; and I wiſh the ſmall Aug- 
mentation I have made to your 
Father's Penſion may make him and 
his Family happy. 


The two Dukes had all the 
Difficulty in the World to hinder 
themſelves from ſinging Yi#cr:a, 
not doubting but his Majeſty was 
caught; and when the young 
Lady was retired, they vied with 
one another, who ſhould draw the | 
moſt pompous Picture of this 
Maſter-piece of Nature, | 
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The King heard them very 
patiently, and when they had 
almoſt run themſelves out of 
Breath, he told them very gravely, 
that he ſcarce ever ſaw where the 
outward Form was ſo perfect, but 
there were ſome internal Defects 
that darkened the Luſtre of exter- 
nal Charms. You're a Man of 
Taſte R 1, laid he to the 
Duke, don't you think that a 
Woman of the Queen's Mind and 
Accompliſhments-may fix a Man's 
Heart, tho* ſhe has not ſo beauti- 
ful a Face as this Girl? But con- 
tinued he laugling, I know you 
will think yourſelf obliged to 
praiſe the Queen, becauſe you 
think it will be making your 
Court to me, and therefore that 
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we may not deviate from the Free- 
dom and Sincerity with which 
every Body that comes here with 
me is to be indulged, I will not 
inſiſt upon your anſwering this 
Queſtion, that I may not force you 
to ſpeak againſt your real Sentt- 
ments. 


Poth the Dukes were ſilent, and 
no doubt heartily vexed to find 
themſelves ſo diſappointed. Upon 
their Return toYer/ailles, they went 
directly to the Gardinal's Appart- 
ment, and gave him an Account 
of their bad Succeſs; adding, that 
if Venus herſelf ſhould attack the 
King, ſhe would be repulſed. The 
firſt Impreſſions, ſaid the Cardinal 
are ſtrong and eaſily effaced, I muſt 
tall upon a Way to undo my own 

Work, 
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Work, and when my Project is 
ripe for Execution, I will call vou 
in to my Aſſiſtance: This is all ] 
have Time to tell you now, being 
obliged to attend the King who 
has ſent for me. 


The cunning Prieſt plainly ſaw 
that there was no way to engage 
the King in Gallantry, but in diſ- 
guſting him with the Queen, 
which was no eaſy Work ; how- 
ever, as he has a Fertility of Inven- 
tion above moſt Men, and Reſolu- 
tion as well as Patience enough to 
ſurmount the greateſt Difficulties ; 
the Devil at laſt put it into his Head, 
that he muſt make the Queen her- 
felf the Inſtrument of her own 
Diſgrace. He conſider'd that ſhe 
was already almoſt got to the 
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Pinnacle of Bigottry, and that ſhe 
might be eaſily ſcrued up to ſuch 
a Pitch of Enthuſiaſm, as to ima- 
gine there was no attaining to 
that Perfection which was neceflary 
to a regenerated Soul, while ſhe 
indulged herſelf in carnal Pleaſures 
even with her Huſband, who, he 
knew, was ſo hot upon that Ar- 
ticle, that could the Queen be 
brought to refuſe him ſuch Grati- 
ficati ons, an immediate Coldnefs 
muſt enſue, which would ſoon ter- 
minate in Indifference upon the 
King's Part, and lead him, inſen- 
ſibly, into Frojects of Revenge, by 
procuring from others, what ſhe 
ſo unjuſtly reſuſed him. 


The Queen's Confeſſor was the 
Cardinal's Creature, and the only 
Perſon 
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Perſon capable to execute this 
Scheme, Ile knew he could in- 
tircly diſpoſe of him, and of Fa- 
L—-re the King's Confeſſor, who 
was likewiſe to act his Part with 
the King when neceſſary; but the 
firſt Step was to gain the Monk 
who was the Queen's Director, and 
to furniſh him with a proper Plan, 
which the Cardinal himſelf, with 
the Aſſiſtance of two of his fa- 
vourite Jeſuits at YH, drew up, 
that the Confeſſor might not be at 
a Loſs to anſwer the Scruples and 
Objections, which ſhe might urge 
for her refuſing what ſhe had Sa- 
cramentally vowed to grant. It 
would be tedious to enter into a 
particular Detail of this famous 
Plan ; the Authors of it had em- 
ploy'd all their Skill to raiſe the 

Ima- 
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Imagination with ſublime Pictures 
of Piety, and to warm the Heart 
with ardent Deſires of arriving at 
a State of Perfection almoſt equal 
to that of Angels; in order to 
which there was an abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of abſtaining from all ſenſu- 
al Gratifications, but ſuch as were 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport 
] ite, and even the Enjoyment of 
theſe under ſuch Reſtrictions and 
Limitations, that no Temptations 
ſhould ariſe from a Copiouſneſs 
of nutritive Juices, envigorating 
the Powers and Faculties of the 
Body, and enervating in Propor- 
tion the Operations of the Mind. 
The next Topick, and indeed the 
moſt material of this notable Plan, 
was to inquire how far the lawful 
Enjoyments in the Married State 

Were 
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Perſon capable to execute this 
Scheme. Ile knew he could in- 
tircly diſpoſe of him, and of Fa— 
L—-re the King's Confeſſor, who 
was likewile to act his Part with 
the King when neceſſary; but the 
firſt Step was to gain the RIonk 
who was the Qucen's Director, and 
to furniſh him with a proper Plan, 
which the Cardinal hiqmſelt, with 
the Aſſiſtance of two of his fa- 
vourite Jeluits at Y, drew up, 
that the Confeſſor might not be at 
a Loſs to anſwer the Scruples and 
Objections, which ſhe might urge 
for her refuſing what ſhe had Sa- 
cramentally vowed to grant. It 
would be tedious to enter into a 
particular Detail of this famous 
Plan; the Authors of it had em- 
ploy'd all their Skill to raiſe the 
Ima- 
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Imagination with ſublime Pictures 
of Piety, and to warm the Heart 
with ardent Deſires of arriving at 
a State of Perfection almoſt equal 
to that of Angels; in order to 
which there was an abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of abſtaining from all ſenſu- 
al Gratifications, but ſuch as were 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport 
] iife, and even the Enjoyment of 
theſe under ſuch Reſtrictions and 
Limitations, that no Temptations 
ſhould ariſe from a Copiouſneſs 
of nutritive Juices, envigorating 
the Powers and Faculties of the 
Body, and enervating in Propor- 
tion the Operations of the Mind. 
The next Topick, and indeed the 
moſt material of this notable Plan, 
was to inquire how far the lawful 
Enjoyments in the Married State 

Were 
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were conſiſtent with the Spiritual 
Life, which muſt be abſolutely 
and totally uninfluenced by any 
of the ſenſual Appetites or Incli- 
nations; and as they are Obſtructions 
to the Progreſs of the Soul in its 
ſublime and divine Contempla- 
tions, the Perſons who aim at 
this happy Perfection, muſt abſo- 
lutely cruſh their Incitements, and 
give a deaf Ear to their Calls. *Tis 
true, ſays the Plan, Heaven having 
created rational Creatures of dit- 
ferent Sexes for perpetuating the 
Species, and peopling the World, 
this could not be effected but by 
material Operations and Contacts, 
and therefore to prevent Contu- 
ſion, and for other wiſe Ends, Men 
and Women were allowed to in- 
dulge that natural Propenſity, 
which 
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which attracts them mutually, by 
a Marriage Contract, which to 
make it the more valued, has 
divine and human Authority for 
its Sanction ; and yet however 
lawful, neceſſary, and honour- 
able that State may be, as it is 
clogged with Senſualities that put 
us on a Level with the Brutes, 
he or ſhe that would raiſe them- 
ſelves above thoſe mean and con- 
temptible Enjoyments, muſt re- 
ſolve to abandon them, otherwiſe 


they may expect to meet with per- 


haps inſurmountable Obſtacles in 
reaching that elevated Sphere of 
Virtue in which they wiſh to 
move. I amonly hinting at ſome 
Parts of this elaborate Piece, 
which was well calculated for what 
it was intended; and in leſs than 

| three 
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three Months the poor Queen was 
ſo intoxicated with the Thoughts 
of being a Saint upon Earth, that 
ſhe would allow of no other Spoule 
but Fe/us Chriſt, and flatly deny'd 
the King Acceſs to her Bed; which 
affected his Majeſty to ſuch a 
Degree, that he ſhut himſelf up 
for ſome Days, and was in ſuch a 
Condition that the Cardinal was 
terribly afraid he would loſe his 
Senſes or his Life; either of theſe 
Misfortunes would have thruſt 
him out of the Adminiſtration, 
to preſerve which, he had in- 
vented this worthy Scheme ; but 
what with Reſentment, Father 
J.— 's Exhortations, who was 
now to act his Part, and above all 
the perſuaſive Arguments of a fine 
Lady, he was ſoon brought not 
only 


: 
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only to be eaſy about the 
Queen, but even to giveanother 
the Place in his Heart which 
ſhe formerly held ; and when 
the Ice was once broke, he gave 
ſo much into Gallantry, that 
the Cardinal held the Reins of 
Government without Controul, 
and without a Rival ; however, 
as he knew that it was in my 
Power to lay him open to his 
Maſter's Indignation, by diſ- 
cloſing this hidden Scene of Ini- 
quity, he not only protects me 
againſt theAttempts of the Prin- 
ces of the Blood, and the Noail- 
les Faction, but likewiſe gives 
the King a better Opinion of my 
Military Capacity than what I 
deſerve ; by which Means he 
puts an effectual Bridle on my 


K Tongue, 
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Tongue, and forces me to con- 
cur with him in Mealures 
which 1 ſhould otherwiſe op- 
pole. 


Thus Ambition predominates 
in the Heart of a Man, who, in 
his younger Years, gave it 
wholly up to Love; and who 
by his Talents, on his firſt Ap- 
pearance at Court, in the Cha- 
racter of a ſimple Abbẽ, paved 
the Way to his preſent Gran- 
deur, which he idolizes to ſuch 
a Degree, that it forces him to 
act a Part with Reſpect to me, 


very much contrary to the In- 


tereſts of his Heart, as well as to 
his vindictive Temper; and 
I am very well aſſured, that if he 
can any how contrive a Scheme 
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to bring about my Diſgrace, 
without appearing to be an Ac- 
tor in it himſelf, he will em- 
brace it with great Pleaſure 
and Eagerneſs ; and I am pret- 
ty certain that if the Prince 
of i ſhould complain to 
the King of this fooliſh Scene 
at D t's, not out of 
any Regard to his Mother's 
Reputation, but rather to 
give his Majeſty a bad Impreſ- 
ſion of me ; the Cardinal has 
taken ſome round-about Way 
not only to inform him of the 
Affair, but likewiſe to perſuade 
him that his taking no No- 
tice of it will give the Public 
a mean Opinion of him: ſo 


that I expect to be called to 


Court upon this Account; but 
as his Majeſty is now in the 
K 2 Career 
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Career of Gallantry as much as 
any in his Kingdom, he will not 
look upon this Adventure with 
the ſameSeriouſneſs, as he would 
have done before he broke looſe 
himſelf ; and if I find out that 
the Cardinal has had any Hand 
in the Plot, I will take a proper 
Method of letting the Queen 
(who now begins to repent of 
what ſhe has done, becauſe her 
Conſcience accuſes her of hav- 
ing contributed to the King's 
Debauchery) know what Obli- 
gations ſhe lies under to his 
Eminence ; and I make no 
doubt but the Duke of H—— ?, 
who is inviolably attached to 
the Queen, and eſteemed by 
the King, will be directly let 
into the Secret by her f 
Al 
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and that Nobleman has Honeſty 
and Courage enough to let his 
Majeſty know the whole Con- 
trivance, and what will be the 
Conſequence of fuch a Diſco- 
very Time will diſcloſe, N 


Here the Count ended his 


Story, and alter returning him 


my Acknowledgments for the 


Trouble he had taken, and the 


Confidence he had placed in 
me, I took the Liberty to tell 
him, that I thought the Princeſ- 
ſes ſhould be put upon their 
Guud; and that if they were 
appfehenſive of any Complaiat 
by the Prince of Ci or C, 
it would be neceſſary that they 
themſelves ſhould communicate 


the whole Affair to the King as 
K 3 it 
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it really happened, which muſt 
give him a very different Im- 
preſſion of their Conduct from 
what an exaggerated Complaint, 
repreſenting them in the Light 
of Women guilty of ſcandalous 
Exceſſes, would naturally pro- 


duce. 


I had the ſame Thought, 
ſaid he, and as I muſt be with 
Mr. D- —-5 upon ſome 
Buſineſs that regards the Army 
at one O'Clock this Day; I 
reſolve to ſee the Princeſs of 
, and by letting her know 
my Dread of the approaching 
Storm, tell her at the ſame 
Time, how neceſfary I think it 
is, to prevent the Effects of 
falſe and calumnious Repreſen- 

tationy 
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tations, that ſhe ſhould be be- 
fore hand with them, by ac- 
quainting the King herſelf ol 
the real Story in all its Circum- 
ſtances, which could not but 
do her and the Princeſs C——# 
Honour, inſtead of throwing 
any Blemiſh upon their Repu- 
tation for going to D-—-t's. 


The Count ordered the 
Coach and Six to be at the Gate 
after Breakfaſt, and aſked if 1 
would accompany him; to 


which I agreed; about Twelve ,«g 4 


we arriv'd at Verſailles, and 


alighted at the Secretary of 


War's Office, where the Count 
enter'd to ſpeak with that Mini- 
ſter, and I reſolved to take that 
Opportunity to call and ſee a 
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Friend of mine in the grand 
Commons, and whom ſhould I 
meet but the very two Prin- 
ceſſes in an open Phaeton with 
{ix Horſes, drawing towards the 
great Avenue that leads to 
Paris; upon which, inftead of 
going forward to make my Vi- 
ſit. I immediately returned, and 
met the Count juſt coming out 
with an Intention to go and 
wait upon thoſe Ladies; but 
when he underſtoood that they 
were gone, we got into the 
Coach, and drove after them 
full Specd, without being able 
however to come up with them 
on the Road; however, they 
were ſcarce got Home when we 
we were at their Heels. The 
Count ordered the Coach to 
drive 
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drive ſtreight to the Hotel 
of C—;, and I left him there, 
having agreed to dine together 
at his Houſe, where I found 
him at One o'Clock perfectly 
ealy upon what we had ap- 
prehended. 


The Princeſſes, ſaid he, 
whom I found together, laughed 
at my Fears, and told me that 
the King was too much taken 
up, as well as the Cardinal, at 
preſent, with the Thoughts and 
Preparations for an approaching 
War, to think of little trifling 
Adventures ſuch as theirs; and 
that as the Cardinal would have 
Occaſion more than ever for my 
Service at this Juncture, his 


Politicks would get the 8 
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of his Reſentment, at leaſt *till 
a more favourable Opportunity 
offer'd ; and I am almoſt cer- 
tain, ſaid the Princeſs of C—i, 
that tho' he is far from being 
your Friend, yet he will rather 
chuſe to ſee you at the Head of 
the Army, than any who may 
aſpire to that Poſt, for Reaſons 
that are obvious ; but, added 
ſhe ſmiling, tho* neither this 
Princeſs nor I, if we conſult 
what is moſt agreeable to us, 
ſhould wiſh and far leſs uſe our 
Intereſt with the Cardinal to 
procure you this Employment ; 
yet I dare in her Name, as well 
as my own, aſſure you, that we 
prefer your Fame and Glory to 
our own Satisfactions; and 
that we are both reſolved, x 

tne 
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the War ſhould be declared, 
that we will intirely break with 
the Cardinal, if he does not pre- 
vail with the King to give you 
the Command; which he can do 
without the Concurrence of 
Madame de M But in 
caſe he ſhould think it neceſſary, 
for Reaſons beſt known to him- 
ſelf, that ſhe be brought over to 
your Intereſt, we ſhall make it 
our Buſineſs to accompliſh 
that. 


Such delicate and generous 
Sentiments deſerved, to be ſure, 
my moſt grateful Acknowledg- 
ments, and made me at once re- 
folve to devote my whole 
Heart and Perſon intirely to 
their Service; and when I told 

them 
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them whata Converſion they had 
at once wrought upon me, they 
both ſeemed perfectly pleaſed 
with the Effect of their Genero- 
ſity, and I threw myſelf at their 
Knees, kiſſing with all the Rap- 
tures of a paſſionate Lover, firſt 
the one, and then the other's 
Hand, proteſting that my 
Heart was equally divided be- 
tween them ; and could not be 
happy but in the Voſſeſſion of 
equa! Favours from them both. 


Well, well, cry'd the Princeſs 
C u, we are not envious of 
one another's Happineſs, and 
your divided Heart, will be a 


ſufficient Return to the whole 
of ours, | 


The 
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The Arrival of Mademoiſelle 
C y and ſome other La- 
dies with her, put a Stop to this 
tender Scene, and I had on] 
Time to ſay, before they came 
in, that next Morning I would 
pay my Court to them both, 
and confirm my new Reſolu- 
tions, in a Manner that I hoped 
would perſuade them of my 
Sincerity. 


But inſtead of waiting upon 
the two Princeſſes, juſt as we 
had ended Dinner he received 
a Billet from the Secretary at 
War, acquainting him, that he 
had Orders from the King to 
let him know, that he wanted to 
ſpeak to him at Eight o' Clock 
To-morrow Morning; which 

Letter 
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Letter he ſent to the Princeſs of 
i, encloſed in a Letter from 
himſelf, and received for An- 
ſwer, that ſhe wiſhed his Jour- 
ney might be to his Satisfaction. 


The King received the Count 
very graciouſly, and told him 
that, the War being now un- 
avoidable, he had reſolved to 
give him particular Marks of 
DiſtinEtion in his Armies, being 
very well aſſured of his Capa- 
city and Affection, and deſired 
he would attend the Councils 
which were to ſettle the Plan of 
Operations for the firſt Cam- 
paign, in which he ſhould ſerve 
as Lieutenant-General for Rea- 
ſons; but that he intended ſoon 


to 
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to give him the Chief Com- 


mand, 


His new Military Employ- 
ment gave him now but little 
Time for Diverſions of any 
kind, and, the Princeſſes except- 
ted (to whom his Viſits were 
not ſo frequent as uſual, or as he 
wiſhed } he had no Communica- 
tion with any of his old female 
Acquaintances, except by way 
of Amuſement, while he was in 
the Field conquering the King's 
Enemies, and immortalizing his 
own Memory by his almoſt in- 
credible Succeſſes; but tho? I had 
the Honour of being his Aid- 
de-Camp during every Cam- 
paign that he made, and could 


take upon me, from the Jour- 
nals 
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nals I kept, to give an impar- 
tial and exact Account of the 
Progreſs of the late War ; yet 
as I only propoſed in theſe Me- 
moirs to recount his Exploits in 
the Field of Venus, I ſhall leave 
the martial Part of his Life to 
ſome abler Pen; and only add, 
that if Juſtice be done him, it 
muſt be allowed even by his 
Enemies, That France has not 
produced a greater General ſince 
Turenne's Days. 
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